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SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES

The following symbols, where used, mean:

ASIC Australian Standard Industrial Classification

n.a. not available

n.e.c. not elsewhere classified

n.e.i. not elsewhere included

n.p. not available for separate publication but included in totals where
applicable

n.y.a. not yet available

p preliminary—figure or series subject to revision

r figure or series revised since previous issue

- not applicable

- nil or rounded to zero

— break in continuity of the series (where drawn across a column
between two consecutive figures)

(H) located in Hobart Statistical Division

(S) located in Southern Statistical Division

(H) (S) parts in both Divisions.

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the com-
ponent items and totals.

Where reference is made to Acts of the Commonwealth or State Parliaments, the year
quoted refers to the year in which the principal Act was passed; all subsequent
amendments are inferred.

VALUES AND MEASURES

Values are shown in Australian dollars ($) and/or cents (¢). Metric units have been
substituted for imperial units. The use of dollar currency and metric units has not been
confined merely to tables; for the sake of uniformity, they have also been introduced into
historical texts.

LOCAL NAMES OF CERTAIN REGIONS

Tasmanians describe certain regions in a manner confusing to strangers: nevertheless
this book employs local usage in most contexts. The chief peculiarities are:
North-West Coast: The north coast from approximately Port Sorell, west to Cape Grim
is called the North-West Coast.

North-East Coast: The north coast from approximately Low Head, east to Cape Portland
is called the North-East Coast. With most of the north coast referred to as either
‘north-west’ or ‘north-cast’, the term ‘north’ is rarely applied to this coastal region.
West Coast: The Tasmanian West Coast may also refer only to the mining settlements
of Queenstown, Rosebery, etc. In other contexts, the user may be thinking of inland
mountains and rainforests rather than of a coastline.

Midlands: The true Midlands are probably the Central Plateau but the Tasmanian term
means the rural arca east of the Plateau and lying along the axis of the Hobart-Launceston
road (the Midland Highway).
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PREFACE

The Tasmanian Year Book is designed to present a comprehensive statistical and
descriptive account of the physical environment and of the social, demographic and
economic structure of the State, with particular emphasis on change and development in
more recent years. In providing a general description of Tasmania, the Year Book includes
authoritative information on almost every aspect of life in the State. The text and tables
are supplemented by numerous maps, graphs and diagrams.

This edition of the Year Book (the nineteenth) includes a special article by Dr Ralph
Chapman on Tasmanian Government Administration. Mr John Hepper has contributed
an article on outdoor recreation in Tasmania and Ms Anne Ricketts has provided an
article on the Lands Department.

An index of special articles precedes the General Index and covers all such articles
included in this and previous issues of the Year Book.

As far as possible, the latest available statistics and significant developments which
occurred during 1984 have been embodied in each chapter.

The Year Book has been compiled under the direction of Mr R. S. White, J.P., B.A,,
M.A.C.S. and Mr Chris Johnston, B.A., Ms Jenny Hoogerwerff and Mrs Jean Kelleher
were responsible for compiling and editing this issue.

I gratefully acknowledge the valuable assistance given by officers of the various
Commonwealth and State Government Departments and instrumentalities and by others
who have contributed information. I also express my appreciation to Valentine Photo-
composition Services and Valentine Graphics for their co-operation and enthusiasm in
producing this Year Book.

Special thanks are due to the businesses, individuals, Commonwealth, State and local
government authorities, other organisations, farmers and graziers who have supplied the
basic data from which the statistics of the State have been compiled.

More detailed, and in many cases more up-to-date, statistics relating to most matters
treated in the Year Book are available in the other statistical publications issued by the
ABS. Information about ABS publications relating to Tasmania is provided in the section
‘Publication of Tasmanian Statistics’ which precedes the Index of Special Articles. In
addition, unpublished statistics may be available on request. At the end of each chapter,
a list of ‘Further References’ relevant to the subject matter of the chapter is included.

The Tasmanian Office provides an Information Service which, on request, supplies
available statistical information and publications. All publications of the ABS and other
statistical material are included in the Office Library which is open to the public for
reference purposes. Businessmen, manufacturers, primary producers, government
authorities, students and the public generally are invited to make full use of these services.
Anyone requiring advice on what statistics are available or which publications may be of
most use to them is invited to telephone the Information Officer on Hobart 20 9409.

G. D. COCKING
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician
and Government Statistician of Tasmania
Australian Bureau of Statistics
HOBART, September 1985



CHAPTER 1

HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY

DHSCOVEIY oottt e et seee s st e st r e e et e cbae e s beeesee
Settlement .......oooooviiiiiiiiiice e e
Chronology .........coooiieiiiiceeecccreee et




Chapter 1

HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY
DISCOVERY

The Period of Dutch Exploration, 1606-1642

In 1606, Captain William Jansz in the Duyfken was sent from Java to explore the
islands of New Guinea and, crossing Torres Straits unawares, coasted along the west of
Cape York Peninsula; this was the first of a series of voyages by Dutch captains who, in
the next 30 years, acquired some knowledge of the western shores of the unknown land.
Not all voyages were undertaken with the aim of exploration—Dirk Hartog’s long journey
along the western shore of Australia in 1616 resulted from his sailing too far east on the
route from the Cape of Good Hope to Java. Some later captains on the same route even
regarded the western Australian coast as a suitable landfall before turning north for
Java—a commentary on the difficulty of navigation when longitude had to be established
by dead reckoning.

In 1642, the Dutch East India Company despatched from Java an expedition of two
vessels, the Heemskirk and Zeehan, under Captain Abel Tasman, with instructions to
investigate the extent of the unknown land thought to exist between New Guinea and the
western coast of Australia. One immediate aim of the Governor-General, Anthony Van
Diemen, was to find a southern route from Java to Chile so that ships of the Company
could either trade or plunder along the Pacific coast of South America; a question to be
resolved was whether any land mass extending far south blocked such a route.

The original plan was to sail west to Mauritius, to run down to 52° or 54° south
latitude and then to proceed east; assuming no land was discovered, it was then intended
to turn north in either the longitude of eastern New Guinea or possibly of the Solomons.
If Tasman had followed this plan in every detail he might have discovered the east coast
of Australia, anticipating Cook’s work by more than a century. As it turned out, the
extreme southern latitudes were too hostile and accordingly Tasman was sailing east in
latitude 42° south when he sighted the mountainous west coast of Tasmania on 24
November 1642.

The Dutch navigator skirted the south coast and made a landing on the east coast
for water in Blackman Bay (from an anchorage south of Marion Bay). He then sailed
north to St Patricks Head, crossed the Tasman Sea and discovered New Zealand, re-
turning to Java by a route to the north of New Guinea. Tasman had thus performed the
feat of circumnavigating Australia in a single voyage without once sighting the Australian
continent.

In honour of the Governor-General of the Indies, he named the first discovery Van
Diemen’s Land, imagining it to be the most southern extension of the Australian continent,
an illusion that was only completely dispelled by Bass and Flinders when they circum-
navigated the island in 1798. The Dutch did not follow up the discoveries of Tasman or
their other explorers because they were interested in establishing trading posts only among
peoples with a higher degree of civilisation than the natives of Tasmania or mainland
Australia appeared to possess. (Tasman’s crew saw no natives in Tasmania but inferred
their existence from sounds, cuts in trees and the smoke of fires.)
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The Period of British and French Exploration, 1772-1798

One hundred and thirty years passed before Tasmania was visited again, this time
by the French navigator Marion du Fresne in 1772; he virtually repeated Tasman’s
original landfall, skirted the south coast and came to anchor in the bay that bears his name
(Marion). His visit is memorable for the first contact between Europeans and Tasmanians
and for the slaying of the first native by gunfire. Du Fresne himself was killed by Maoris
in New Zealand on the same voyage.

A year later, Captain Tobias Furneaux in the Adventure became separated from
Captain Cook in the Resolution on the route to New Zealand and made for Tasmania
to obtain water. He eventually anchored off Bruny Island in Adventure Bay but mistakenly
believed himself to be in the area of Tasman’s original landing which was at least 70
kilometres to the north-east. From this original error sprang a confusion in nomenclature
which persists to this day (e.g. Frederick Henry Bay, first named in Tasman’s record,
appears on maps in an area that Tasman did not even see). Furneaux then sought to
investigate the possibility of a strait separating Tasmania from the continent recently
explored by Cook, but shoals in the islands bearing his name (Furneaux Group) caused
him to abandon the project and make for New Zealand.

In 1777, Cook, on his third voyage, used the Adventure Bay anchorage without
detecting Furneaux’s navigational errors.

The settlement at Port Jackson in NSW in 1788 put Tasmania on a major sailing
route, the First Fleet passing south of the island on its way there. To have sailed north
of the island would have invited shipwreck on the Australian ‘mainland’ of which Tas-
mania was then believed to be part. In the same year, Captain William Bligh put into
Adventure Bay with the Bounty on his way to Tahiti and to the famous mutiny; he had
been on Bruny Island before, as Cook’s sailing master.

Captain Cox of the Mercury anchored in the Bay known as Cox Bight in 1789,
charted some of the south coast and explored the strait between Maria Island and the
east coast.

The next visitor (1792) was Admiral Bruny D’Entrecasteaux commanding Recherche
and Esperance and searching for La Perouse who had not been heard of since 1788 when
he sailed from Botany Bay. The Admiral sailed north hoping to anchor in Adventure Bay,
but a navigational error put his ships too far west with the happy result that he discovered
the magnificent channel separating Bruny Island from the Tasmanian mainland and was
the first to sail up the River Derwent. Leaving Tasmania, the expedition sailed as far west
as Cape Leeuwin in Western Australia when it became imperative to take on water. It
is an indication of the lack of knowledge then available that D’Entrecasteaux had to return
to Adventure Bay to fill his casks. In the same year, Bligh put into Adventure Bay on
his way to obtain breadfruit trees in the Pacific for transplanting in the West Indies.

The year 1794 was notable for the visit of Commodore John Hayes who had sailed
from India with the Duke of Clarence and the Duchess; he explored the Derwent as far
as Mt Direction and named Risdon Cove, later to be the site of the first settlement.

Tasmania an Island

Two voyages followed which established that Tasmania was an island. Surgeon
George Bass in a whaleboat left Port Jackson in 1797, rounded Wilsons Promontory and
discovered Western Port. The nature of tides and swells encountered told Bass that here
was no bay but rather a strait of considerable magnitude. In 1798, Bass and Matthew
Flinders were given the sloop Norfolk to decide the question for all time and they cir-
cumnavigated the island, commencing on a westerly course along the north coast where
they discovered the Tamar Estuary.

Fear of the French

In the original annexation of Australian territory by Cook in 1770, Tasmania was
excluded since the southern limit was proclaimed as 38° south latitude. Formal possession
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of Tasmania was taken by Governor Phillip on 26 January 1788, when he read his
commission to the people of the First Fleet at Sydney Cove. Now that it was established
that Tasmania was an island, the authorities both in London and Sydney felt that some
steps should be taken to block the French from making any claims to possession. The
urgency of doing this was underlined by the arrival in the D’Entrecasteaux Channel of
Admiral Baudin with the Geographe and Naturaliste in 1802. The expedition’s navigator,
Freycinet, charted Tasman and Forestier Peninsulas and correctly identified the Frederick
Henry Bay of the Dutch era. The expedition then called at Port Jackson before sailing
south into Bass Strait where it was intercepted at King Island by Lieutenant Robbins in
the Cumberland. Announcing his intention boldly to the French Admiral, the Lieutenant
disembarked his small company and formally annexed the island in the name of King
George III. Governor King at Port Jackson who gave Robbins his instructions was not
satisfied that merely formal acts of annexation would block the French indefinitely and
decided that permanent settlements were required if British sovereignty was to be retained.
To this decision can be attributed the settlement at Risdon (1803) and the Hobart and
Port Dalrymple settlements of 1804.

Geography of the Original Landing

Tasman’s anchorage was near Visscher Island and the first landing was made by
longboats which passed through the narrows into Blackman Bay. The second landing
occurred in the south-east of North Bay where a lagoon proved too brackish for filling
water casks.

The last landing was made near Tasman Bay where the navigator had hoped to take
formal possession of the new land. The surf being too rough to get the longboat ashore,
the carpenter swam through the waves, planted the Dutch flag and then fought his way
back to the longboat.

SETTLEMENT

The First Settlement at Risdon (1803)

The original explorers of the Island (including the French) had very largely con-
centrated their attention on the south-east and, in particular, on the sea approaches to
the Derwent. Faced with the necessity for establishing a settlement to assert British
sovereignty, Governor King had a number of possible sites to consider, including King
Island, Port Phillip and Port Dalrymple (the Tamar Estuary). His eventual choice was
the area of the Derwent Estuary and he reported his intention to the Admiralty as follows:

‘My reasons for making this settlement are the necessity there appears of preventing
the French gaining a footing on the east side of these islands; to divide the convicts; to
secure another place for obtaining timber with any other natural productions that may
be discovered and found useful; the advantages that may be expected by raising grain;
and to promote the seal fishery.’

Commissioned to make the Derwent settlement, Lieutenant John Bowen sailed from
Sydney with the Albion and Lady Nelson, the two vessels separated in a gale but were
anchored at Risdon by 11 September 1803, when Bowen went ashore. The slenderness
of Governor King’s resources is apparent from the fact that the settlers—free, convict and
military—numbered only 49 and that the Albion was a British whaler under temporary
charter (she caught three sperm whales on the voyage while becalmed).

The responsibility for the choice of the Risdon site attaches ultimately to Bass who
had made detailed investigations of the Derwent in 1798 from the Norfolk. He had
reported as follows: ‘The land at the head of Risdon Creek, on the east side, seems
preferable to any other on the banks of the Derwent.” It was not surprising, therefore,
that Bowen’s commission from Governor King directed him to locate the new settlement
in the Risdon area. In fact, the site ultimately proved unsuitable due to the inadequate
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stream and the poor landing place; these handicaps were aggravated by the wretchedness
of the human material at Bowen’s disposal, a characteristic not altered when the camp
was increased to nearly 100 persons.

If the settlement has any claim to fame, it derives from an encounter with natives
who descended on the camp on a hunting expedition and who were fired on by the soldiers
in a state of panic. Whether the future barbarities of inter-racial war could have been
avoided is an open question but this encounter was the first phase of a struggle that ended
in the extinction of a race.

The final act of the Risdon settlement was played on 9 August 1804, when the Ocean
sailed for Port Jackson with Lieutenant Bowen and most of his people; Lieutenant-
Governor Collins at the new settlement at Hobart had decided to close down the Risdon
camp and held such a low opinion of these early colonists that he retained only 13 convicts
and one free settler.

The Settlement at Hobart (1804)

If Lieutenant-Governor Collins had carried out his original instructions, then Hobart
today might have been the name of the capital of Victoria situated on Port Phillip Bay.
The “British Cabinet, impressed by Governor King’s warnings on possible French
penetration, decided to carry out the occupation of Port Phillip direct from Britain and,
to this end, commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel Collins (Royal Marines) to command an
expedition in the Calcutta with the Ocean as tender to secure the strategic Bass Strait.
Control of the Strait meant that the dangerous 1 100 kilometre journey around Van
Diemen’s Land was avoided and also prevented a hostile foreign power from threatening
British sea lanes in the South Pacific.

The settlers eventually arrived, via Rio De Janeiro and the Cape of Good Hope, and
formed a temporary camp near the site of the modern Sorrento township. For a variety
of reasons, Collins was unhappy about the locality; he considered navigation hazardous,
the soil poor and water inadequate. He was unwilling to develop promising land at the
head of the bay due to the show of strength by large bands of natives and because of its
distance from the open sea. Collins had seen the problems of isolation at Sydney and
considered a settlement at the head of Port Phillip Bay unduly hazardous. With the wind
in the wrong quarter a ship could be locked in the bay for several days thereby defeating
the purpose of the settlement—a port to protect and control Bass Strait. Accordingly he
wrote for advice to Governor King in Sydney and was left free to decide between the River
Derwent and Port Dalrymple as possible sites for transfer of his command. He was
probably swayed in his eventual choice of the River Derwent by its reputation as a safe
harbour and the fact that Risdon had already been settled.

On 15 February 1804, Collins, with the first detachment from Port Phillip in the Lady
Nelson and Ocean, anchored off the new settlement at Risdon. A quick inspection satisfied
Collins that the site was quite unsuitable and he made his own reconnaissance, eventually
selecting the area on the western bank known as Sullivans Cove and ordering that the
expedition should be disembarked with all its stores in the vicinity of Hunters Island. In
the same month, Collins reported to King that his two ships were ‘lying within half a
cable-length of the shore in nine fathoms of water’; the Lieutenant-Governor had selected
gentle slopes for his settlement, located a fine stream running from Mt Wellington and
found near the mouth of the stream depths of water which would accept the draught of
any vessel of his day (or of the modern era).

The following table shows the early composition of the settlement at Sullivans Cove
(but excludes details of the Risdon Camp):
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Number Victualled at Sullivans Cove, 26 February 1804

Quality Men Women Children
Military establishment ............cccccovvvvereriesrenrennennn.. 26 1
Civil establishment .... 6 — —
Settlers .. 13 5 13
CONVICES ..oecrrverrererneeererarireneensecnen 178 9 8
SUPEINUMETATIES -....vvcvevreereieireierstreeceeeseseeessse e {aj 3 — —
Total 226 15 21

{a) Includes one Aboriginal from Port Jackson.

The strength of the Colony was increased to 433 persons in June 1804 when the Ocean
returned from Port Phillip, where it had taken aboard the balance of the original ex-
pedition. From the camp on Sullivans Cove has sprung the present city and port of Hobart.

David Collins was no amateur in the field of colonisation—he had sailed with
Governor Phillip as Judge Advocate in the First Fleet in 1788 and had acted as Secretary
to the Governor till 1796 when he returned to Britain with excellent recommendations.

The Settlement on the Tamar (1804)

While the Lieutenant-Governor was still in Port Phillip Bay, wondering where best
to settle, he sent his namesake, William Collins, on a voyage of exploration to the Tamar
Estuary. William Collins followed the river up as far as the Cataract Gorge and returned
to Port Phillip with a good account of the possibilities of the Tamar for settlement; in
his absence, however, the Lieutenant-Governor had made up his mind and was already
preparing for the expedition to the Derwent.

Later Governor King received a despatch from Lord Hobart (Secretary of State for
the Colonies) who, by a grotesque error, recommended the establishment of a settlement
at Port Dalrymple ‘upon the southern coast of Van Diemen’s Land and near the eastern
entrance of Bass ‘Straits’. If Lord Hobart really meant ‘south’ then Collins’ move to the
Derwent had anticipated his wishes. However, since Collins had in fact left Port Phillip,
was it not necessary to re-occupy Port Phillip or possibly to watch the Strait from Port
Dalrymple? King knew that Hobart’s despatch was written in ignorance of Collins’ move
and accordingly decided to use his own initiative without raising questions of geography
with the Secretary for Colonies.

In Hobart’s despatch, Lieutenant-Colonel William Paterson (New South Wales
Corps) was nominated as Licutenant-Governor of the new colony. Paterson set sail with
57 soldiers and convicts in the Integrity and the Contest but after a month of adverse winds
both ships were forced back to Port Jackson. A second attempt was made using Buffalo,
Lady Nelson, Francis and Integrity and increasing the party to 181. This time the Tamar
was successfully entered but HMS Buffalo went aground and was, with some difficulty,
brought to anchor in Outer Cove (George Town) on 4 November 1804. Licutenant-
Colonel Paterson decided that Buffalo must be immediately unloaded and accepted the
Ofutﬁr %ove site as a suitable camp while he undertook a more detailed reconnaissance
of the Tamar.

Although he penetrated as far as the fertile site of Launceston, Paterson made the
extraordinary decision to set up his headquarters at the head of West Arm and founded
York Town, while still maintaining small establishments at Outer Cove, Low Head and
Green Island. In deciding on York Town, one can only imagine that Paterson was guided
purely by the strategic necessity, as was Collins at Sorrento, of being near to Bass Strait
and that he gave little thought to the problem of soil fertility and cultivation.

In March 1806, Paterson was willing to admit that York Town was a most unsuitable
site and he accordingly moved his headquarters to the present site of Launceston. Today,
York Town and Risdon have one thing in common—the almost complete absence of any
indication that settlements ever existed.
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Paterson, before setting out on his expedition, had been involved in an argument as
to his status, but Governor King had resolved the matter by dividing Tasmania at the 42°
parallel and making Collins and Paterson sovereign in their respective halves, but sub-
ordinate to him as Governor.

CHRONOLOGY

Preface

The following chronology was originally compiled in two sections, the period 1642
to 1929 from a document specially prepared by officers of the State Archives, and the
period beginning 1930 from a search of contemporary newspapers by Bureau officers.
Greater detail is included in earlier editions of the Year Book.

In the record of more recent years, it was found impossible to describe purely
Tasmanian events in isolation since certain national events necessarily form part of the
history of a state within a federal system; this is particularly true with regard to some
Commonwealth Government decisions, the state of the economy and industrial arbitra-
tion. On the other hand, there is the difficulty of deciding which events of a purely local
character are sufficiently important to warrant inclusion. Some items have been introduced
not because they are important but because they have a strong local flavour. This difficulty
of selection is partly avoided by giving the record of the most recent years in more detail
but inevitably such a policy results in matters of major and minor importance being
mingled without distinction. It follows also that the second part of the chronology is
limited largely to what the newspapers of the day considered important and that some
events of greater significance may have escaped notice.

To round off the picture of any given year, there is a constant temptation to introduce
events of world importance; as far as possible, this has been avoided except where such
events had considerable local impact. In no way should the record which follows be
interpreted as an ‘official’ chronology of the State; in actual fact, the record derives from
two levels of subjective evaluation, firstly, the selection of items of importance by con-
temporary journalists and, secondly, the further selection of items from this narrowed field
by the compilers of the chronology.

Chronology of Events from First Discovery of Tasmania

1642 Abel Janszoon Tasman, commanding Heemskirk and Zeehan, sighted west coast and named his
discovery ‘Anthony Van Diemenslandt’. Landings on Forestier Peninsula and near Blackman Bay
on east coast.

1772 Landing of a party from Du Fresne’s expedition at Marion Bay and affray with the Aboriginals.

1773 Tobias Furneaux in the Adventure, became separated from James Cook in Resolution and landed
a party at Adventure Bay.

1777 James Cook anchored Resolution in Adventure Bay on third expedition.
1788 William Bligh anchored Bounty in Adventure Bay on first breadfruit expedition.
1789 John Henry Cox sailed Mercury from Cox Bight to Maria Island.

1792 William Bligh, on second breadfruit voyage, anchored Providence in Adventure bay. Bruny
D’Entrecasteaux, commanding La Recherche and L’Esperance, discovered D’Entrecasteaux
Channel and charted south-east coast.

1793 D’Entrecasteaux returned for further exploration of south-east coast. John Hayes, commanding
Duke of Clarence expedition, explored Derwent River.

1798 Matthew Flinders and George Bass circumnavigated Tasmania.
1802 Nicholas Baudin, commanding Geographe and Naturaliste, explored south-east coast.
1803 John Bowen’s party of 49 made first settlement at Risdon Cove.

1804 David Collins’ settlement party landed at Sullivans Cove (Hobart). Aboriginals killed in an affray
at Risdon. Risdon settlement closed down. William Paterson’s settlement party landed at Port
Dalrymple (Tamar Estuary).

1805 Coliins forced by famine to cut rations by one-third.
1806 Settlers moved from York Town to Launceston area.

1807 Thomas Laycock’s party crossed island overland from Port Dalrymple to Hobart. First Norfolk
Island settlers shipped to Hobart in Lady Nelson.
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Governor William Bligh aboard Porpoise anchored in Derwent after NSW mutiny and embarrassed
Collins with problem of jurisdiction.

Lieutenant-Governor Collins’ death. Issue of newspaper Derwent Star.
Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s first visit to Tasmania.

Lieutenant-Governor Thomas Davey arrived. Northern settlement at Port Dalrymple made sub-
ordinate to Hobart. Indefatigable brought first shipload of convicts direct from England.

Hobart and Port Dalrymple declared free ports for import of goods. Davey proclaimed martial law
against bushrangers. James Kelly circumnavigated island in a whaleboat.

First issue of Hobart Town Gazette.

Succession of William Sorell as Lieutenant-Governor.

Death of Michael Howe, notorious bushranger.

Visit by John Thomas Bigge to conduct inquiry into colonial administration.

Second tour by Governor Macquarie.

Penal settlement established at Macquarie Harbour,

Passage of British Act ‘for the better administration of justice in NSW and Van Diemen’s Land’.
Inauguration of Supreme Court, Arrival of Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur.

First Launceston newspaper, the Tasmanian and Port Dalrymple Advertiser, established. Tasmania
constituted a colony independent of NSW. Establishment of appointed Executive and Legislative
Councils. Departure of Governor Darling from Tasmania left Arthur with the authority of Governor
(but not the title).

Van Diemen’s Land Co. sent first party to select land and establish farming operations. Ap-
pointment of Commissioners of Survey and Valuation.

Lieutenant-Governor received a petition for trial by jury and some representation in Legislative
Council.

Passage of British Act 9 Geo. IV, cap. 83 which increased membership of Legislative Council.
Martial law proclaimed against Aboriginals.
First settlement at Emu Bay (Burnie).

George Augustus Robinson began his mission to conciliate the Aboriginals. First use of juries in
civil cases. Beginning of the ‘Black Line’, the military campaign to round up the Aboriginals.
Publication of Quintus Servinton, first novel to be published in Australia. Port Arthur established
as a penal settlement.

Approval of British Government’s new land regulations discontinuing free grants of land, and
replacing them with land sales.

First shipment of Aboriginals to Straits Islands. Establishment of the Caveat Board to settle land
disputes and to confirm titles. Maria Island closed down as a penal settlement.

Macquarie Harbour penal settlement closed down.

Henty brothers from Launceston became first settlers in Victoria occupying land in Portland Bay
area.

John Batman sailed from Launceston to Port Phillip as agent for the Port Phillip Association.
Tasmania divided into counties and parishes. Opening of Ross Bridge. Population estimated as
40 172 persons.

Arrival of Sir John Franklin and assumption of office as Lieutenant-Governor.
Sessions of Legislative Council opened to the public.

Cessation of transportation to NSW and consequent increase in numbers transported to Tasmania.
Population estimated as 45 999 persons.

Assignment System of convict discipline replaced by the Probation System. Rossbank Observatory
for magnetic and meteorological observations established in Hobart.

Tasmania created a separate Anglican diocese. Hobart made a city. Peak year for convict arrivals
(5 329).

Recall of Sir John Franklin and succession of Sir John Eardley-Wilmot.
Transfer of Norfolk Island penal settlement from NSW to Tasmanian control.

Resignation of the ‘Patriotic Six” members of the Legislative Council, over the drain on colonial
revenue for support of Imperial police.

Recall of Eardley-Wilmot. Foundation of the Launceston Church Grammar and The Hutchins
Schools.

Succession of Sir William Denison. The Lieutenant-Governor re-appointed the ‘Patriotic Six’.
Tasmania now the only place of transportation in the British Empire.
Foundation of the Anti-Transportation League. Population estimated as 68 870 persons.

British Act provided for limited representative government. First elections for 16 non-appointed
members of the Legislative Council.
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First payable gold found near Fingal. Elections held for first municipal councils in Hobart and
Launceston.

Arrival of last convicts to be transported. First Van Diemen’s Land postage stamp (1d. Blue) issued.
Bad floods throughout Colony. Passage of bill establishing responsible government.

Succession of Sir Henry Fox Young; title now Governor. British Government approved Constitution
Bill.

Name of Van Diemen’s Land changed to Tasmania. Advent of responsible self-government. Op-
ening of new bi-cameral Parliament with W.T.N. Champ leading first government in the House
of Assembly. Re-organisation of Police Department.

Council of Education set up. Rural Municipalities Act passed.

Charles Gould appointed to make geological survey of western Tasmania. Telegraph link established
with Victoria. :

Population estimated as 89 821 persons.

Succession of Colonel Thomas Gore Browne. Telegraph cable to Victoria failed.
Promotion of scheme for a railway between Launceston and Deloraine.

Arrival of first successfully transported salmon and trout ova.

Visit by Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh. Primary education made compulsory.

Succession of Charles Du Cane. Death of William Lanny, thought to be the last male full-blood
Aboriginal. Death of Sir Richard Dry. New telegraph cable laid to Victoria.

Withdrawal of remaining Imperial troops. Population 99 328 (Census).
Opening of Launceston-Deloraine railway. Tin discovered at Mt Bischoff.
Contract concluded for building Main Line Railway.

Main Line Railway construction began. Start of economic recovery.

Riots in Launceston in protest at rates levied for Launceston-Deloraine railway.
Succession of Sir Frederick Weld.

Race meetings established at Elwick. Gold nugget worth $12 200 found at Nine Mile Spring. Death
of Trugannini, thought to be last female full-blood Aboriginal. Main Line Railway opened for
traffic.

Port Arthur closed down as a penal settlement.
Increased activity in exploration of West Coast.

Settlement of constitutional issue known as the ‘Hunt Case’. Rich lode of tin discovered at Mt
Heemskirk.

First telephone in Tasmania with line from Hobart to Mount Nelson Signal Station.
Succession of Sir George Strahan. Population 115 705 (Census).

Increased prospecting on the West Coast.

Discovery of the ‘Iron Blow’ at Mt Lyell.

Russian war scare followed by activity in improvement of defences. Formation of Mt Lyell
Prospecting Association.

Succession of Sir Robert Hamilton.

Establishment of University of Tasmania.

Collapse of Van Diemen’s Land Bank; deep economic depression.

Mt Lyell Mining Co. established.

Succession of Viscount Gormanston.

Establishment of Tattersalls Lottery by George Adams.

Serious bush fires. Tasmanians four to one in favour of Federation at poll.
Departure from Hobart of Southern Cross (Borchgrevinck) expedition to Antarctic.
Departure of Tasmanian contingent to fight in the Boer War.

Proclamation of the Commonwealth read. Polling for first elections to Federal Senate and House
of Representatives. Succession of Sir Arthur Havelock. Population 172 475 (Census).

Celebration of 100 years’ settlement cancelled because of smallpox epidemic in Launceston.
Suffrage extended to women.

Succession of Sir Gerald Strickland at reduced salary.
Experiments in wireless telegraphy between Tasmania and the mainland.
New Public Library opened; built with gift from Andrew Carnegie.

Succession of Sir Harry Barron. Potato crop wiped out by Irish blight. State’s first Labor Gov-
ernment under John Earle.

Disastrous fire at North Lyell Mine, Queenstown.
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Succession of Sir William Ellison Macartney.

First aeroplane flight in Tasmania. Departure of first Tasmanian contingent to fight in Great War.
Formation of Hydro-Electric Department.

Serious bushfires.

Establishment of electrolytic zinc works at Risdon and of Snug carbide works.

End of Great War. ) -
First export of frozen meat.

Visit by Edward, Prince of Wales. Purchase of site for Cadbury’s chocolate factory at Claremont.
Population 213 780 persons (Census).

Completion of Waddamana power station.

First superphosphate manufactured by Electrolytic Zinc Co. at Risdon.

Discovery of osmiridium fields at Adamsfield.

Inquiry into proposed bridge over Derwent. Visit by Duke and Duchess of York.

Serious floods throughout Island. Establishment of automatic telephone system in Hobart.
Beginning of economic depression.

Export prices fell to half 1928 level. Australian pound devalued so that £1 sterling equalled $A2.50
(£1/5s).

Depression continued—10 per cent cut in federal basic wage. Initiation of austere Premier’s Plan.
Conversion loan to reduce rate of interest on internal federal debt by 22% per cent. Census of
population deferred.

Commonwealth Grants Commission appointed to inquire into affairs of claimant States.
Beginning of 35 years of continuous Labor Government with the election of the A.G. Ogilvie
Ministry. Second phase of hydro-electric development commenced at Tarraleah and Butlers Gorge.
Tasmania linked with Victoria by submarine telephone cable.

Epidemic of poliomyelitis. Economic recovery evidenced by $0.50 ‘prosperity’ loading added to
federal basic wage.

Paper mill using native hardwoods established at Burnie. First turbines began operating at Tar-
raleah power station.

Outbreak of World War II.

Tasmanians sailed for Middle East with Australian 6th, 7th and 9th Divisions.

Newsprint production began at Boyer on the Derwent. Tasmanians sailed for Malaya with Aus-
tralian 8th Division.

Uniform federal income tax commenced.

The floating-arch Hobart Bridge opened for traffic.

Pay-as-you-earn (PAYE) income taxation introduced from 1 July.

End of World War II.

Cessation of man-power controls. Rejection by Legislative Council of bill to grant Commonwealth
Government price control powers for three years.

Court action to stop bank nationalisation by Commonwealth Government. Demobilisation of forces
completed. ‘Displaced persons’ commenced arriving from Europe. Population 257 078 (Census).
Forty-hour week awarded to most workers from 1 January. Tasmanians voted ‘No’ almost two to
one in referendum denying Commonwealth Government power over prices and rents. Legislative
Council’s denial of Supply forced dissolution of House of Assembly—Cosgrove Ministry returned
to power.

Compulsory X-rays introduced in fight against tuberculosis. Clark Dam at Butlers Gorge completed.
Theatre Royal purchased by the Government. Sterling devalued by 30.5 per cent and Australian
pound similarly devalued.

End of federal petrol rationing. Dissolution of House of Assembly granted by Governor and
Cosgrove Ministry returned to power. Communist Party Dissolution Bill passed by Federal
Parliament.

Communist Party Dissolution Act declared invalid br High Court. Double Dissolution of Federal
Parliament. Referendum to give Commonwealth Government powers in regard to
communism—‘No’ vote prevailed although Tasmanians expressed slight preference for ‘Yes’.
Single licensing authority established for hotels, clubs, etc. State’s free hospital scheme ceased.
In September, Arbitration Court abondoned system of quarterly adjustment of federal basic wage.
State wages boards suspended quarterly basic wage adjustments.

Royal visit by Queen. Bill passed to resolve deadlocks in House of Assembly. Foundation of the
Metropolitan Transport Trust.

Uranium ore discovered at Mt Balfour and Royal George. Bell Bay aluminium plant officially
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opened. Trevallyn and Tungatinah power schemes officially opened. Anti-Communist Labor Party
(later DLP) formed.

State wages boards’ restoration of ‘cost-of-living’ adjustments effective from 1 February but these
were later again suspended. Sir Ronald Cross granted dissolution of House of Assembly. Labor
Party returned to power in State. Official opening of EZ Co.’s sulphate of ammonia plant. Centenary
of self-government celebrated.

Legislative Council rejected bill giving aid to private schools. First satellites—Sputniks I and
II—seen over State. Centenary of Hobart’s incorporation celebrated.

Establishment of Rivers and Waters Supply Commission. Public Service Tribunal established as
an industrial authority.

First election to fill 35 seats in House of Assembly; Labor re-elected. New Commonwealth
Government system of grants reduced claimant States to two—Tasmania and Western Australia.
Princess of Tasmania commenced roll-on roll-off ferry service Melbourne to Devonport.

Liapootah power station commissioned. Zeehan-Strahan railway closed. Inland Fisheries Com-
mission created. First Tasmanian telecast. Australian ‘give way to the right’ rule introduced on
roads.

William Holyman, cargo container vessel, entered Bass Strait trade. Legislative Council rejected
equal pay legislation.

Catagunya turbines began producing electricity. State wages boards granted three weeks annual
leave. State subsidies announced for municipal fluoridation schemes. Closure of Mt Lyell railway,
Queenstown to Strahan.

Abolition of State entertainments tax. Federal Court increased margins 10 per cent and granted
three weeks annual leave. Universities Commission recommended medical school for Tasmanian
University.

TAA commenced intrastate air services. Tasman Bridge opened for traffic. Hobart’s water supply
fluoridated. Glenorchy raised to city status.

Empress of Australia sailed from Sydney on first voyage to Hobart. Provisional driving licences
introduced. Dental Nurse scheme for schools announced. D’Entrecasteaux scallop beds closed for
1965 season.

Decimal currency introduced 14 February. Burnie-Launceston co-axial cable completed. Equal pay
for certain State Public Service females. Breathalyser tests approved for use by police. STD ex-
tended to Tasmania.

Bush fire disaster of 7 February resulted in 62 deaths and over 1 000 houses destroyed. Federal
Arbitration Commission abolished basic wage and substituted total wage concept but basic wage
retained in State awards. Mt Cleveland tin mining town of Luina completed. HEC water reserves
only 16 per cent of normal; introduction of daylight saving and power rationing.

HEC Repulse Dam on lower Derwent completed. Batman Bridge across lower Tamar opened.
Commonwealth Government subsidy for apples and pears exported to UK and other countries. Full
adult suffrage for Legislative Council elections from 1 July 1969. Capital punishment abolished.

Parangana Dam (Mersey-Forth scheme) completed. North-West General Hospital opened at
Burnie. State election resulted in 17 ALP, 17 Liberals, one Centre Party (Mr Lyons). Mr Lyons
combined with Liberals to form coalition government; ended 35-year Labor rule in Tasmania. Full
Bench of Federal Arbitration Commission granted equal pay to females performing equal work;
female salaries to be raised to male salaries in stages. Copper smelter at Mt Lyell closed; con-
centrate sent to Japan and Port Pirie (SA) for treatment.

First pyrites railed from Rosebery to Burnie sulphuric acid plant. EZ Co. to establish $6.3m residue
treatment plant. Royal visit. Parliament legislated to introduce permanent daylight saving. State
premiers accepted Tasmanian formula for reimbursement in lieu of receipts duty.

$25m APPM Ltd Wesley Vale paper plant opened. $9m expansion program at Comalco (Bell Bay)
completed. Serious shipping strike. Population 390 413 persons (Census).

K.O. Lyons resigned cabinet portfolios and ended Liberal-Centre Party Coalition. APPM Long
Reach woodchip plant commenced production. ANL vessel Princess of Tasmania made her final
trip to Tasmania. Mt Lyell Mining and Railway Company Ltd fired last charge at its West Lyell
Open-cut Mine. Federal elections—ALP returned to power (after 23 years in Opposition). 300
million years old fossil of dragon fly discovered in Hellyer Gorge (west coast area).

First train travelled the Bell Bay rail link. The first legal casino in Australia—Wrest Point—
officially opened. Vote extended to 18-year olds. The $121m Mersey-Forth HEC scheme officially
opened. Storeys Creek tin mine closed down. The Blythe Star lost at sea while on charter to the
Transport Commission. Tasmania voted in line with other Australian States on prices and incomes
referenda—‘No’ to both.

BHP announced $28.5m expansion project for the Temco ferro-alloy plant at Bell Bay. Workers
under State wages boards’ awards granted four weeks annual leave. Royal Commission’s report on
urban transport advocated cessation of suburban rail services. High Court ruled Tasmanian tobacco
tax valid, but method of collection invalid. Double dissolution of Federal Parliament. Federal Labor
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Government re-elected. Women under State wages boards’ determinations awarded equal pay.
Gordon Dam completed. No fault third party insurance scheme implemented.

Tasmanian suburban rail services ceased. Bulk ore carrier Lake Illawarra rammed the Tasman
Bridge, leaving a 128-metre gap and causing 12 deaths. TAB began operating. Transmission of
colour television programs commenced in Tasmania. Federal Government takeover of Tasmanian
railways. Temporary Bailey bridge across the Derwent opened. Hotels allowed to open for Sunday
trading.

Investigation of a site for a second Derwent crossing began. A government-commissioned inquiry
recommended the abolition of the TCAE in Hobart and expansion of the northern campus. Sea
cargo to and from Tasmania to be subject to a freight-equalisation scheme. South-West National
Park doubled in size in line with South-West Management Plan proposals. The Neilson Labor
Government returned to power with a reduced majority.

Commonwealth Government confirmed Kingston as the site for Australia’s new Antarctic Base. The
Premier, Mr Nielson, announced his retirement from 1 December to become Tasmania’s
Agent-General in London. Tasman Bridge re-opened 8 October (closed since 5 January 1975). Mr
%owc replaced Mr Neilson as Premier. Drought conditions in many parts of the State the worst
or 30 years:

Large scale drug operation involving the smuggling of cannabis oil to Tasmania from Thailand
uncovered by narcotics agents. The Tasmanian Railways came under full control of the Australian
National Railways Commission. Australian National Railways Commission announced that all
regular passenger train services in Tasmania would cease from the end of July. A major study of
the State’s coal reserves revealed a potential deposit of 251 million tonnes in the Fingal Valley.

A joint Commonwealth-State Government study recommended the go-ahead on a $28m second
Hobart Bridge. The State Government to expand the South-West Conservation area to more than
20 per cent of the State’s total area. Mr Charles Woodhouse appointed as the State’s first Om-
budsman. Tasmania’s Parliamentary Hansard in operation for the first time. Mr Bill McKinnon
(Labor), who lost his seat in the 28 July election, filed a petition in the Supreme Court claiming
new Labor MHA in Franklin, Michael Aird, breached the Electoral Act by spending more than
the statutory limit of $1 500 on his election expenses, this began the so-called ‘Electoral’ or
‘Constitutional Crisis’. The HEC released a report which recommended a $1.36 billion power
development scheme involving the Lower Gordon, Franklin and King Rivers to meet the State’s
electricity needs until the year 2000,

Work commenced on the first stage of the second Hobart bridge. A by-election for the Denison
electorate was held after the ‘electoral crisis’ of the 1979 State election (see 1979 Tasmanian Year
Book pp 594, 595). The Treasurer introduced legislation into the House of Assembly to allow $530m
to be spent on the HEC’s Pieman River development. East-West Airlines were given approval for
the only direct Hobart-Sydney air service. The National Parks and Wildlife Service started a major
advertising and promotion campaign aimed at short-circuiting the HEC’s proposed Franklin-Lower
Gordon power scheme. The State Government decided to save the Franklin River by opting for a
more expensive set of hydro-power schemes in the South-West. The Franklin River would be
included in a Wild Rivers National Park which will be extended to include the Davey River. The
decision was to flood the Gordon at the junction of the Olga and to construct four single stage
schemes on the King River. Parts of Southern Tasmania were facing the worst drought since white
settlement. In the Federal election all five sitting Liberal MHR’s were returned. Rae, Townley
(Lib), Coates, Hearn (ALP) and Harradine were elected to the Senate. The Gordon-above-Olga
power scheme was passed by the House of Assembly. The first direct flight from Hobart to
Christchurch was made by Ansett Airlines. The Upper House Select Committee recommended the
HEC’s proposed Gordon-below-Franklin Scheme and rejected the Government proposed
Gordon-above-Olga Scheme. A State constitutional crisis arose as the Legislative council voted that
it had the power to change the power scheme bill to the Franklin rather than the Olga Scheme,
contrary to the President’s ruling.

Bushfires at Zechan destroyed 40 homes, and caused estimated damage of $5 million. All-day
Saturday trading was abandoned after a truce in the trading hours battle. The Premier, Mr Lowe,
suggested a referendum to resolve the State’s next power scheme. The State Government banned
Saturday afternoon trading by companies employing more than 100 people on a statewide basis.
The Commonwealth Government agreed to subsidise airfares to and from the State by 10 per cent
following acceptance of the Holcroft report. The State Government announced the boundaries for
the new Franklin-Lower Gordon Wild Rivers National Park to be proclaimed when the
Gordon-above-Olga power scheme was approved by Parliament. The State Government announced
the end of free public hospital treatment in Tasmania. Drought breaking rains persisted throughout
the State. A rowdy meeting of more than 400 HEC workers called on the Premier, Mr Lowe, to
resign or call an election over Tasmania’s next power scheme. The Australian Labor Party’s State
Council directed Mr Lowe, to halt Tasmania’s power deadlock and to hold a referendum on the
issue. Approximately 3 000 pro-wilderness demonstrators marched peacefully against the con-
struction of dams in the South-west region. A referendum was announced for November concerning
the State’s next power development. The Minister for National Parks and Wildlife, Mr Lohrey,
was dismissed by the Premier, Mr Lowe, for publicly supporting a report which claimed hydro power
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was not Tasmania’s cheapest energy alternative and recommended a thermal power station fuelled
by coal. Conservationists launched their referendum campaign by demanding the reinstatement of
Mr Lohrey. The Premier, Mr Doug Lowe, was deposed and Mr Harry Holgate replaced him as
Premier. Mr Lowe resigned from Cabinet, Caucus and the ALP and took his place in the House
of Assembly as an independent. The State Labor Government lost its majority in the House of
Assembly with the resignation of a supporter of Mr Lowe, Mrs Mary Willey. The Tasmanian
Conservation Foundation called for an informal vote in the referendum by writing ‘no dams’ on
the baliot paper. A Royal Commisson was appointed to investigate the powers of the Legislative
Council. The State Government pledged that a dam would be built in the South-West whatever
the referendum result. The referendum resulted in an extremely large informal vote but most
supported the Gordon-below-Franklin option. State Parliament prorogued until 26 March 1982
without considering the results of the power referendum.

The South-West National Park, the Franklin-Lower Gordon Wild Rivers National Park and the
Cradle Mt-Lake St Clair National Park were nominated by the Commonwealth Government for
the World Heritage List; the proposed dam on the Franklin River lies within the nominated area.
The State Government voted for the Gordon-below-Franklin hydro electric scheme rather than the
Gordon-above-Olga scheme as its official choice. World wool price record was broken at the
Launceston Wool Sales. Macintosh power station became operational — the first stage of the $540m
Pieman River power development. The Holgate Labor Government was defeated on a no confidence
motion by a majority vote of the Liberal Opposition, two Labor defectors and a Democrat. Two
reports, one an HEC analysis and the other by Brisbane engineering consultants, stated that the
Gordon-below-Franklin hydro power would be cheaper than thermal power. The 1982 State election
attracted a record total of 127 candidates. The Launceston Federal Country Club Casino received
its official gaming licence and opened for business. The election resulted in the Liberal Party forming
a Government in its own right for the first time in Tasmania’s history. The new Premier, Mr Robin
Gray, was sworn in by the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Guy Green. The new Liberal Government
removed 60 contract staff from their posts. Mr Ken Wriedt was unanimously elected leader of the
Opposition. The ALP National Executive took control of the Tasmanian branch until at least March
1982. Legislation for the controversial $453m Gordon-below-Franklin power scheme finally passed
through Parliament. State Government requested Federal aid to help fund Tasmania’s record deficit
estimated at $38m. The Federal ALP Conference decided to oppose the construction of the
Gordon-below-Franklin scheme. Tasmania’s public servants were asked to accept a total wage freeze
or face retrenchments among their ranks. Work began on the $11.8m CSIRO Marine Laboratories
at Castray Esplanade. Premier Gray announced that police would act against conservationists who
attempted to stop work on the Gordon-below-Franklin power scheme. The Minister for Primary
Industry announced that the Tasmanian Apple and Pear Marketing Authority (TAMA) would be
disbanded. The Federal Government rejected a request from the Premier, Mr Gray, to withdraw
its nomination of the South-West wilderness for the World Heritage list. 3 000 State Government
employees rallied in Franklin Square to protest at Government policies towards its workforce. The
Government’s budget measure to abolish death duties passed the House of Assembly. Fires raged
through the south of the State in the wake of Hobart’s hottest November day since 1937 (35.6°C).
The Federal Labor Party announced a no-dams policy for a Federal Labor Government in a decision
which split the party in the State. It was announced that Tasmanian police are to be given new
powers in a bid to combat a blockade of dam site construction in the South-West by conservationists.
The Senate select committee on South-West Tasmania came out against building the dam and put
further pressure on Federal Cabinet to intervene. The Attorney-General, Mr Bingham, announced
that Tasmania had formally applied to have its opposition to World Heritage listing heard by the
World Heritage Committee in Paris and announced that he would go to Paris to lobby the
Committee. Federal Government announced it would not intervene in the construction of the
Gordon-below-Franklin dam. The World Heritage Commission placed Tasmania’s endangered
gouth-West wilderness area on its list. A total of 196 people were arrested for trespassing at the
am site.

New drink-driving legislation reducing the permissible blood alcohol level for drivers from .08 to
.05 and introducing random breath tests came into force. Conservationist leader Dr Bob Brown was
elected to the House of Assembly on a countback following the resignation of Dr Norm Sanders.
The Shell Co. of Australia revealed that coal mining at Mt Nicholas in the north-east could be
sustained for 40 years with between 400 000 and 600 000 tonnes of coal being mined each year.
Tasmania’s unemployment rate rose to 11.4 per cent. The Premier, Mr Gray, rejected $500 million,
offered by the Commonwealth Government, to delay construction of the Gordon-below-Franklin
dam. A cabinet reshuffle, in the Tasmanian Government, resulted in Mr Groom taking over the
Police and Emergency Services portfolio from Mr Bingham and Mr Pearsall taking over the
Housing portfolio from Mr Braid. Tasmania’s biggest ever rally was held to protest against the
damming of the Franklin River; an estimated 12 000 to 20 000 people attended. Commonwealth
Opposition leader, Mr Hawke, pledged to stop construction of the Gordon-below-Franklin power
scheme and offered financial assistance to meet the State’s energy needs to the year 2000 as well
as alternative employment for the HEC workforce should the Labor Party win government on
March 5. ‘Green Day’, a day designated by the Tasmanian Wilderness Society as a day of active
protest, resulted in a record number of arrests (228) in the south-west. Four Tasmanian cricketers
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were selected to represent Australia in Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe. Hobart experienced its driest
summer for 85 years. The Liberal Party was defeated by the Labor Party in the Federal election
although Tasmania’s five Liberal members of the House of Representatives were re-elected. Mr
Fraser resigned as Leader of the Liberal Party and Mr Hawke was sworn in as Australia’s new
Prime Minister. The Tasmanian Wilderness Society reduced its representation in the south-west
in anticipation of the new Commonwealth Labor Government honouring its commitment to stop
the dam. The Tasmanian Government rejected the Commonwealth Government’s first formal
approach for negotiations on the Gordon-below-Franklin dam. Regulations under section 69 of the
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1975, gazetted by the Commonwealth Government, made any
further work on the Gordon-below-Franklin dam illegal. Mr Gray was adamant that work on the
dam would proceed although the Tasmanian Government would abide by the High Court decision
if it went against them. A Commonwealth writ, seeking an injunction fo permanently stop work
on the proposed Gordon-below-Franklin dam, and a Tasmanian writ seeking a declaration from
the High Court that regulations gazetted under which the Commonwealth was acting were con-,
stitutionally invalid, were filed in the High Court. The Day Light Saving Bill, to permanently
entrench a five month period, was passed by the House of Assembly. Major retailers predicted that
almost 1 000 new jobs would be created in Tasmania if shop trading hours were extended to allow
Saturday trading. Legislation to widen the Commonwealth’s constitutional basis for stopping the
Gordon-below-Franklin dam' was introduced into Federal Parliament. The chairman of the Royal
Hobart Hospital Board, Mr D. A. Kearney, resigned in protest at the State Government’s handling
of public hospitals. Major Tasmanian retailers were permitted to trade on Saturday afternoons in
December only. The seven week strike by shearers over the use of wide combs ended in Tasmania.
Charges against 1300 Franklin River protesters were dropped because of the cost to the Gov-
ernment and difficulties in proving the charges. State Cabinet approved a multi-million dollar
recreational development at Prospect in Launceston. Thirty candidates contested Legislative
Council seats in the electorates of Queenborough, Pembroke, Tamar and West Devon. Those elected
were Mr Peter McKay, Pembroke; Mr Jeff Coates, Tamar; Mr John Stopp, Queenborough; Mr
Hugh Hiscutt, West Devon. The State Government announced its intention to introduce legislation
to revoke or suspend the special licence under which Australian Paper Manufacturers operated in
Tasmania, following the closure of their mills in the Huon and their inability to give proposals for
permanent use of the forest resources. Mr Harry Braid was elected President of the Legislative
Council. Sir Maurice Byers, QC, opened the Commonwealth’s submission on the Gordon-
below-Franklin dam case to the High Court. A move by the State Government to allow major
retailers to trade on Saturday afternoon in December was rejected by the Legislative Council. The
Premier unveiled 20 new projects, costing $143 million which could employ up to 1 200 men if the
south-west dam was stopped. Plans were announced to set up a new development authority aimed
at revitalising and expanding the Tasmanian economy; the Tasmanian Development Authority
would replace the Department of Industrial Development and the Agricultural Bank. The lowest
temperature yet recorded in Tasmania, ~13°C, was registered. The High Court ruled that the
Gordon-below-Franklin dam would not go ahead in a landmark decision which represented a
significant expansion of Commonwealth powers. Alternative works to the Gordon-below-Franklin
dam began, including Guildford-Hampshire and Cradle Mountain road links, the Mt Black de-
viation near Tullah, and the Lyell Highway 14 mile deviation. Mr Gray put compensation for the
Gordon-below-Franklin dam at $1 000 000 a week until 1991. Mr Gray called for a combined push
by non-Labor States for a referendum to restore the balance of power between the Commonwealth
and the States. The State Government budget deficit for 1982-83 was slashed by about $5.5 million
(42 per cent). University of New South Wales physicists suggested Tasmania should begin planning
for the introduction of large scale wind power technology. The Premier disassociated himself from
a campaign by Tasmanian Federal Members of Parliament to over-rule the High Court’s decision
on the Gordon-below-Franklin dam. The Commonwealth Government committed $23 585 000
compensation for job alternatives to the south-west dam. The State Government decided to speed
up work on access roads for the $460 million Henty-Anthony and King River hydro power schemes
because of the Commonwealth Government’s decision not to continue funding the Crotty Road
construction. It also sought early approval for construction of the Henty-Anthony and King-
Huxley-Newall power schemes. The Tasmanian retail industry predicted the loss of 700 jobs as a
result of the $11 wage increase granted by the chairman of the State Industrial Boards. The big
users of electricity will face paying the real costs of energy from new hydro schemes. Mr Ashton
stated ‘if the HEC was asked to build a scheme to supply a bulk user, the power would be charged
at the total cost of production and supply’. Shell Australia told the Premier that it is ready, willing
and more than able to develop its Fingal Valley coal reserves for use in a thermal power station.
As part of a $120 million program the Commonwealth Government announced plans to spend $4
million to construct 3 buildings in Tasmania to stimulate the building industry by developing new
office space for Commonwealth departments. The Premier put the comprehensive, long-term
south-west dam compensation at $3 455 million. The Premier proposed that an independent arbiter
be appointed to settle compensation disputes between the State and the Commonwealth. The Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke, began a two day visit to Tasmania, he was welcomed to Tasmania’s West
Coast by No Dam and ALP supporters. The HEC formally recommended that the State Gov-
ernment build the Anthony and King River power schemes as Tasmania’s next power developments.
The State Budget hit smokers with a 13 cent per packet increase and people using credit cards or
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making savings withdrawals with a 15 cent transaction tax. The Legislative Council took only 30
minutes to approve the $549 million King and Anthony Power schemes. Australia made sporting
history by winning the America’s Cup. Cathy Franks was crowned Miss Tasmania 1984. The new
Devonport $6.5 million jet airport was officially opened. A Legislative Council Select Committee
report recommended the formation of a greater Launceston by amalgamating the urban areas of
five surrounding municipalities. CSR Ltd proposed a $100 million development of its Rosevale coal
deposits 25 kilometres west of Launceston to supply a coal fired thermal power station. The
Westbury Council decided not to support in principle the development of a coal-fired thermal power
station in the municipality. Russian interests began negotiating with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment on a joint fishing venture off Tasmania, despite the State Government being opposed to
such a venture. The Tamar Regional Master Planning Authority was concerned that the State
Government had ruled out the Tamar Valley as a possible coal-fired power station site before a
feasibility study had been conducted. A floating fish processing factory was planned for Triabunna
possibly creating an extra 200 jobs for the East Coast. The greater Launceston proposal was rejected
by four of the six municipalities involved in the referendum held to decide the issue. Conara Junction
named as a possible site for a coal fired thermal power station. The township was recommended
as the site after the completion of the Netz McClelland report. Two mainlamdp companies involved
in exploration and coal development joined forces to spend up to $1 million evaluating black coal
deposits at Woodbury. Stricter conditions for woodchipping were laid requiring woodchipping
companies to make better use of their resources, reduce waste and pay greater attention to forest
regeneration in harvested areas. The State Government, despite opposition from Tasmanian
Wilderness Society, began collecting a2 $50 levy from rafters on the Franklin River. Condor won
line honours in the Sydney-Hobart yacht race after Nirvana was disqualified after a protest, lodged
by Condor, was upheld; Challenge won the race on corrected time. Tasmania’s road toll, 70 for
1983, was the lowest in 20 years. The inflation rate for Hobart fell dramatically; figures for the
1983 December quarter showed that the inflation rate was 7.8 per cent compared with 10.3 per cent
for the 1982 December quarter.

1984 See Appendix B.
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Chapter 2

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Location and Area

The State of Tasmania is a group of islands lying south of the south-east corner of
the Australian mainland; the major island is Tasmania and the more important of the
lesser islands are King, Flinders and Bruny. Roughly shield-shaped with the greatest
breadth in the north, the Tasmanian mainland extends from 40° 38’ (the official northern
boundary of Tasmania is 39° 12') to 43° 39’ south latitude and from 144° 36 to 148°
23’ east longitude. The coastline is bounded by the Southern Ocean on the south and west
and the Tasman Sea on the east, while the approximately 240 kilometres wide Bass Strait
separates the island from the Australian mainland. Macquarie Island, a part of the State,
is situated at 54° 38’ south latitude, 158° 53 east longitude and is bounded by the
Southern Ocean.

The area of the whole State, including the lesser islands, is approximately 68 330
square kilometres or about 0.9 per cent of the total area of Australia (7 686 900 square
kilometres); it is just under one-third the size of Victoria, the smallest mainland State,
and is less than half the size of England and Wales.

Mainland Australia, extending as it does well north of the Tropic of Capricorn, and
with much of its area in the zone of the sub-tropical anti-cyclones, is basically a warm,
dry continent. Tasmania is in the temperate zone and practically the whole island is well
watered with no marked seasonal concentration; there are no deserts or drought areas as
found extensively on the adjacent mainland. Being south of latitude 40°, it is on the edge
of the wind belt commonly known as the ‘Roaring Forties’ and, with South America the
nearest land mass to the west, Tasmania’s weather is subject at times to strong winds and
heavy rain about the south and west coastal areas. Because Tasmania is the most southern
State, there is a tendency to think of it as being close to the Antarctic but its latitude
is matched, in the northern hemisphere, by that of Madrid (Spain) and Pittsburgh (USA).
In addition, as Tasmania is an island, it is sheltered from the extremes of heat and cold
experienced in these two centres. The effect of its insular position is illustrated by the
variation between summer and winter mean temperatures in coastal towns—this rarely
exceeds 8° Celsius. Comparing Hobart (Tasmania) with Melbourne (Victoria), mean
maxima are some 3°C warmer and mean minima 1.5°C warmer in the Victorian capital.

Apart from the Great Dividing Range in the east, continental Australia is pre-
dominantly a land of low plateaux and plains with little relief. By way of contrast,
Tasmania could legitimately be called the island of mountains, since it has the largest
proportion of high country to its total area, compared with the other States. The distinctive
feature of the island is not so much the height of the mountains—few exceed 1 500
metres—but rather the frequency with which they occur. The Australian Pilot, Vol. 11
describes Tasmania as ‘probably the most thoroughly mountainous island on the globe’.
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Principal Physical Features, Tasmania

The following table lists the principal mountains, lakes and rivers of Tasmania:

Principal Physical Features

Mountains

Name Height {metres) Name Height {metresi
MU OSSE oo 1617 Mt Gould ..o 1 491
Legges Tor .. 1573 Mt Jerusalem 1 491
Barn Bluff 1 559 Mt Olympus ........ 1 447
Mt Pelion West 1 554 Frenchmans Cap . . 1 443
Cradle Mountain .. . 1 545 Mt Ironstone .....oocoeevveiveceiennns 1 443
Stacks Blufl ... 1527

Lakes
Area (square Area (square

Name kilometres) Name kilometres)
Lake Gordon (a) ..o 272 Lake St Clair ....oooovviivviccicene 28
Lake Pedder (b) ... . 241 Lake Pieman f(a) .... . 22
Great Lake (¢) ... . 170 Lake Rowallan (aj . 9
Arthurs Lake (¢} . 64 Lake Rosebery (a) ... 7
Lake Sorell .....cooooiiiiiini 52 Lake Barrington (a) . 7
Lake King William (a) ............ 41 Lake Murchison (aj .. . 4
Lake Echo (¢) .ooocvvveeinns . 41 Lake Cethena (a) ....cccoocoeivvnnennn. 4
Lake Mackintosh (a) 29

Rivers
Name Length Name Length
(kilometres) (kilometres)

South Esk (d) . 201 Huon ... 170
Gordon ......... . 185 Mersey ... 146
Derwent ....coovvvvivieeiiiiiee 182 Arthur 113

{a} Man-made.
(b) Man-made—inundated the much smaller natural Lake Pedder.
{c) Natural lake enlarged by dam(s).

{d) From source to confluence with North Esk; at this point the river becomes known as the Tamar. If
the Tamar is inciuded the length of the South Esk is a further 70 km.

PHYSIOGRAPHY

Introduction

Tasmania is an island of mountains and is unique among Australian States in being
predominantly influenced by polar maritime air masses. From the point of view of set-
tlement and development, these two factors have combined to create assets against which
must be weighed certain liabilities. The island, a mere 296 kilometres from north to south
and 315 kilometres from east to west, has a wide variety of mountains, plateaux and plains,
of rivers, lakes, and tarns, of forest, moorland and grassland, of towns, farms and un-
inhabited (and virtually unexplored) country. The temperate maritime climate partly
explains Tasmania being called the most English of all States but other factors operate
to heighten the comparison—the pattern of agricultural settlement with orchards, hedges
and hopfields; the lake country; the early freestone architecture still common in the east
and south east and the roadsides and villages dotted with oaks, elms and poplars. Nature
and the early settlers have provided the assets for a flourishing tourist industry which has
been vigorously developed. Assured rainfall and mountain storages have also led to the
development of hydro-electric power and, indirectly, to industry. The growth of forests,
too, is promoted by suitable rainfall and temperature, and this forms the basis for
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industries  such as timber-milling, newsprint and other paper production and
woodchipping.

The mountainous nature of the island is confirmed by surveys, which show six features
cxcceding 1 500 metres, 28 exceeding 1 220 metres and with a substantial part of the
Central Plateau above 900 metres. The highest mountain is Mt Ossa (1 617 metres) some
16 kilometres north-west of Lake St Clair; north-west again from this peak lie Mt Pelion
West (1 554 metres), Barn Bluff (1 559 metres) and Cradle Mountain (1 545 metres).
In the Ben Lomond area, the principal features are Legges Tor (1 573 metres) and about
10 kilometres south, Stacks Bluff (1 527 metres). Each of these mountainous regions and
a number of others have been set aside as national parks, two of which, Ben Lomond and
Mt Field, are renowned for winter sport.

Water Resources

Fresh-water navigation has played very little part in Tasmania’s development, the
rivers being too fast-running, shallow or short. Of the four major ports, three are located
on tidal estuaries—Hobart on the Derwent; Launceston on the Tamar and Devonport on
the Mersey (Burnie has built a port on the open sea, protected by breakwaters). Rivers,
however, are significant for three reasons: use of headwaters for electricity generation;
domestic and industrial water supply; and irrigation. Hobart, for example, draws much
of its water supply direct from the upper River Derwent without use of a dam and the
river flow is adequate to service a population at least 10 times greater than that at present.
The development of hydro-electric power has been based on full utilisation of the sources
and tributaries of the Derwent with a chain of power houses stretching from Clark Dam
on Lake King William to Meadowbank only 51 kilometres from Hobart. The naturally
southward draining Great Lake waters are diverted northwards through the Poatina power
station and discharged into the South Esk River system. The waters of the South Esk have
been further harnessed at Trevallyn. In the north-west, the Mersey-Forth scheme exploits
the Fisher, Mersey, Wilmot and Forth Rivers in a development spread over approximately
2 070 square kilometres. Stage I of the Gordon River power development scheme in the
south-west was completed in 1978, creating the largest fresh-water storage in Australia.
This does not exhaust the possibility of future hydro-electric development, as construction
work on the Pieman River system is well advanced with completion scheduled for 1986.

To obtain a true perspective, it should be appreciated that large areas of the State
cannot be cultivated because there is too much rainfall (in contrast with the mainland
of Australia where often the reverse situation applies). Further, the mountainous terrain
and accompanying highland climate have restricted farming to relatively small areas of
suitable country, mainly river valleys, coastal plains and the lower plateaux. In 1982, farm
statistics showed that 32 per cent of the State’s area was occupied by rural holdings; 4.1
per cent of the area of rural holdings was under crop and a further 42.0 per cent under
sown pasture. The remaining 53.9 per cent of rural holdings included bush runs, uncleared
scrub or possibly land unsuitable for any rural purpose at all. A high proportion of the
State’s area not included in rural holdings is composed of forests, national parks, subalpine
moorland and lakes.

Physiographic Regions
The physiographic regions of the State are as follows:

Central Plateau. The main feature is a relatively undissected, dolerite-capped plateau
sloping generally south-eastward from an average level of 1 065 metres in the north to
610 metres in the south, and drained almost wholly by the Derwent system. The northern
and eastern boundaries of the Plateau are the Great Western Tiers (paradoxically named
since they lie in the central north of the island). This is known as the ‘lake country’ of
the island and is one of the chief sources of hydro-electric power.
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High Dissected Plateau: West of Lake St Clair, dolerite caps steeply-tilted sediments
and the plateau is much dissected; it comprises a series of peaks and broken ridges. The
coastlands in the extreme south of the region are rugged but in the D’Entrecasteaux
Channel and Huon River areas, narrow coastal belts have been devoted to specialised
agriculture.

Western Ranges: The high dissected plateau is bounded by a series of mountain
ranges running parallel to the West Coast and in this region are located the State’s
principal mines. The south of the region is virtually uninhabited.

Western Coastal Platforms: Throughout almost the entire length of the West Coast,
an uplifted and much dissected peneplain slopes westward from about 275 metres altitude,
ending abruptly in cliffs more than 30 metres high. In the south of this region, superhumid
button grass plains predominate, and the area is uninhabited. On the coastal plain south
of the Arthur River, however, dairy cattle are wintered on agistment runs, while north
of the river dairying begins to appear and swamps have been drained to allow farming.

North-West Plateau: North of the Western Ranges lies a plateau averaging nearly
610 metres altitude and important mainly for forestry; the coastlands derive mainly from
basalt, giving rise to intensive mixed farming based on dairying, potatoes and crops for
canning and freezing, such as peas and beans.

Tasmania’s Physiographic Regions

NORTH EAST
HIGHLANDS

CENTRAL
PLATEAU

LOW DISSECTED
PLATEAU

The above regions derive from a classification by J. L. Davies, M.A., PhD., University
of Tasmania.
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Tamar Graben: This graben (rift valley) is the largest plain and the leading agri-
cultural and pastoral district in the State; it ends in the drowned inlets of the Tamar and
Mersey estuaries and of Port Sorell, in the north.

North-East Coastal Platforms: This region consists of undulating lowland but the
soils are acidic and the land 1s used only for grazing.

North-East Highlands and Ben Lomond Horst: This region comprises mostly up-
lifted remnants of old fold mountains dominated by the 1 525 metre dolerite-capped
plateau horst of Ben Lomond, an outlier of the Central Plateau. Here agriculture is largely
confined to small basalt-derived basins. Some minerals are worked.

Low Dissected Plateau: In the south-east lies a low dissected dolerite plateau
averaging perhaps 365 metres and used mainly for grazing. The northern coastlands of
this region are narrow and also devoted to sheep, but the southern coastland is important
for its specialised agriculture. At the extreme south of the region is the drowned estuary
of the Derwent and the Tasman and Forestier Peninsulas.

AREA OF STATE

Sovereignty

On 17 December 1975, the High Court of Australia announced its decision on an
action by the six States challenging the validity of the federal Seas and Submerged Lands
Act. This Act gives the Commonwealth Government sovereignty over the Australian
territorial sea, air space, sea-bed and subsoil; and over the continental shelf beyond the
limits of the territorial sea. In their action, the State governments claimed that the
sovereign powers given to the States over their land mass included sovereignty over the
territorial sea adjacent to their coastlines for a distance of at least 4.8 km (3 miles). The
full bench of the High Court dismissed the action by the States and upheld the validity
of the Seas and Submerged Lands Act. Prior to this decision, Tasmania had claimed
sovereignty (including mining and fisheries jurisdiction) over an area bound by the ap-
proximate rectangle 39° 12’ to 45° south latitude and 140° to 150° east longitude.

Since the boundary line between Tasmanian and Victorian sovereignty is defined as
39° 12’ south latitude, numerous Bass Strait Islands, the chief being the Furneaux group,
King Island and the Fleurieu, Hogan, Curtis and Kent groups, are part of Tasmania. In
effect some Tasmanian territory (Rodondo and West Moncoeur Islands) is located only
13 to 16 kilometres from the Victorian coast.

Macquarie Island, site of an Antarctic research station, is also part of thp State c_)f
Tasmania and is situated in 54° 38’ south latitude, 158° 53’ east longitude; its area is
included in Esperance, a State coastal municipality.

Area of Major and Minor Islands

The official area of the State of Tasmania including many smaller islands (based on
a 1963 survey) is 68 331 square kilometres (6 833 100 hectares). The next table shows
the area of the main islands and the municipalities to which they belong:




Area of Islands

Island Area (square kilometres) Municipality
BIUNY oot e e 362 Bruny (a)
KNG oottt e 1.099 King Island (a)
Flnders ..o 1374 Flinders (a)
Prime Seal ..ot 10 Flinders (a)

Badger ..o 10 Flinders (a)
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VANSIHEATE vovvvivevireeeeeseeeecenreseese e rereresesacsssesessaerersssnss 6 Flinders (a)

Cape Barren ... 445 Flinders (a)
Clarke ....ccoovvieiiireiciiecc e 113 Flinders (a)
Three HummOCK .....covvveriinericniireirnenenenieneesenes 70 Circular Head
HUDLET oot scerceessieb v e e e asvesseesees 74 Circular Head
RODDINS oo e va e e 101 Circular Head
MATIE oorierieicrecrese et ca st saesbennes 101 Spring Bay
SChOULEN ...oviieiieeiicir e 34 Glamorgan
MACGUATIE .evievneinicrercnininece e reereer s seesaessennas 123 Esperance
Total islands ......ccocovrcerverrercvirncrnsrencarnreninnes 3922
Mainland Tasmania ........cccoceeeeecieenienreeeninn 64 409
Total Tasmania ......ccceevvcerercerrerrencnans 68 331

{a) Island municipality.
LAND TENURE

Introduction
Tasmania was proclaimed as Crown property when the first settlers arrived in 1803.
In the period since their landing 37.9 per cent of the State’s total area has been alienated
by grant or sale; the Crown still owns 62.1 per cent.

National Parks and Wildlife Service

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1970 repealed the Animals and Birds Pro-
tection Act 1928 and the Scenery Preservation Act 1915 and placed the management and
control of parks, reserves, fauna and flora in the hands of a single authority, the National
Parks and Wildlife Service.

This authority has wide-ranging powers covering the management of parks, pro-
tection of fauna and flora, regulation of hunting, protection of Aboriginal relics, conduct
of research, dissemination of information about conservation and enforcement of re-
gulations under the National Parks and Wildlife Act and Aboriginal Relics Act. 1t is
responsible for the planning and management of State Reserves (including national parks,
nature reserves, Aboriginal sites and historic sites), game reserves and conservation areas.
State reserves are the most highly protected category, in which no other authority can
exercise its powers except with the special approval of Parliament. Conservation areas are
set aside for the protection of flora and fauna (though other activities can also occur),
while game reserves, a category introduced in 1977, permit controlled hunting of game
or commercial species.

The Service is conducting surveys of selected marine areas around Tasmania with
a view to the establishment of marine parks and, with the application of the Com-
monwealth Historic Shipwrecks Act to waters off Tasmania in February 1982, became
the State agency responsible for implementation of that Act. Through its National Estate
Division the Service is also responsible in Tasmania for administration of National Estate
grants provided by the Australian Heritage Commission. Specialist advisory committees
including representatives of other authorities, community groups and the general public
assist the Director and Minister in a number of fields.

The value and significance of the areas managed by the Service are increasing rapidly
as the public becomes more conscious of the need for protection of our environment, as
pressure for exploitation increases on our finite natural resources and as tourism increases
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its significance as a major source of income and employment for the State. Pressures for
development are unfortunately leading to conflicts over resource use, particularly in re-
lation to our forests and to the south-west of the State. The next few years will be crucial
in determining whether the value of our national parks and reserves are fully appreciated
and those natural and cultural features which give Tasmania its unique character are to
be protected and cherished.

State Reserves
The following gives a brief description of the principal State reserves:

Asbestos Range National Park: Easily accessible from Launceston and Devonport,
this park caters for family recreation. The park extends along the North Coast from Port
Sorell to Greens Beach at the mouth of the Tamar. The vegetation includes eucalypt
forests and coastal heathlands, as well as grassed areas which provide good grazing for
many native animals including the reintroduced forester kangaroo.

Ben Lomond National Park: Is located 45 kilometres south-east of Launceston. This
high plateau area includes Legges Tor and is Tasmania’s principal skiing area. Walking
and climbing are other popular activities in this park. The area is geologically interesting
as Ben Lomond was the only part of north-east Tasmania to be affected by glaciation.

Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park: This is an area of rugged mountain
scenery; it contains Tasmania’s highest mountain (Mt Ossa) together with a number of
major peaks, numerous lakes, deep gorges and several waterfalls. Flora and fauna in the
park are representative of Tasmania’s montane species and are in a largely untouched
condition. The weather of the area is unpredictable and at times extremely severe—
blizzards are common and may occur in mid-summer. The principal walking track extends
from Cradle Valley (in the north) to Lake St Clair, a distance of 85 kilometres.

Franklin-Lower Gordon Wild Rivers National Park: This park extends from the
headwaters of the Franklin River on the boundary of the Cradle Mt-Lake St Clair
National Park in the north to the Olga-Davey divide (Southwest National Park boundary)
in the south. It incorporates the former Frenchmans Cap National Park, Lyell Highway
State Reserve and Gordon River State Reserve. The Franklin is an undisturbed wild river
of world significance and offers a unique canoe or raft trip for some 120 km to Macquarie
Harbour through spectacular gorges and ancient rainforest. An important recent arch-
aeological discovery in Kutikina Cave on the Franklin indicates that man lived in the
region at least as long ago as 20 000 years. Cruise boats out of Strahan provide a unique
trip for visitors up the Lower Gordon River, featuring magnificent views and remarkable
reflections in the River’s dark waters. The boundaries of this park were significantly
amended in September 1982 to provide for the construction of a hydro-electric scheme
on the Gordon-below-Franklin. In 1983 the Commonwealth Government enacted
legislation preventing construction of the scheme and its legality was upheld by the High
Court. The original Wild Rivers National Park, along with the Southwest and Cradle
Mt-Lake St Clair National Parks were included in the World Heritage List in December
1982, in recognition of their international significance.

Freycinet National Park: This park, situated on the East Coast, occupies the whole
of Freycinet Peninsula together with Schouten Island and other offshore islands. A
principal feature of the park is the 485 metres high red granite mountain range called
The Hazards. The park provides pleasant walking throughout the year, although during
summer water may be scarce.

Hartz Mountains National Park: Is located south-west of Geeveston. The main
features of the park are Hartz Mountain, 1 253 metres high, several small picturesque
lakes, and the superb eastward view from Waratah Lookout. The park includes a small
sample of wet sclerophyll forest.

Maria Island National Park: Is situated off the East Coast from Orford and may

be reached by ferry, chartered boat or aeroplane. Principal attractions include convict
ruins from two penal settlements, the main one being at Darlington on the north-west
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corner of the Island. Forester kangaroo, Bennetts wallaby and other Tasmanian fauna
have been established on the Island and emu have been introduced. At the north-east
corner of the Island high cliffs of richly fossiliferous limestone rise abruptly from the sea.

Mount Field National Park: This park, near Maydena and only 75 kilometres from
Hobart, is the only southern ski resort in Tasmania and includes spectacular mountain
scenery. Principal peaks are Mt Field East and West; other features include Russell Falls,
Lake Dobson and numerous glacial lakes and tarns. The track to Russell Falls is a
self-guiding nature walk which has been modified to make it accessible to disabled people.

Mt William National Park: Bounded on the east by long white sandy beaches of the
North-East Coast, this park contains the largest single sample of coastal dry sclerophyll
forest found in any reserve. It also contains 11 of the 14 different heath communities of
north-eastern Tasmania, and over half the native species of Tasmanian vertebrate animals.

Port Arthur and Tasman Peninsula: This historic and scenic area is the best known
and most visited tourist attraction in Tasmania. The area, in addition to the historic
convict ruins of the Port Arthur penal settlement, contains many small reserves of either
historic or scenic significance. Port Arthur, site of a convict settlement from 1830 to 1877,
has a number of historic ruins. Recognising the importance of the site, the Commonwealth
and State Governments are co-operating in a $9.2 million conservation program which
will assure the future of the numerous buildings and ruins and will provide new insights
for visitors into the history of the settlement. Other historic sites include the old convict
coal mines at Plunkett Point and Eaglehawk Neck where guards were stationed and a line
of dogs tethered to prevent escape from the Peninsula. This area is also renowned for its
spectacular coastal landforms, e.g. the Blowhole, Devils Kitchen, Tasman Arch and the
Tessellated Pavement.

Southwest National Park: 1s Tasmania’s largest State reserve and covers 442 240
hectares of Tasmania’s rugged south-west. It is a true wilderness area and encompasses
the Western and Eastern Arthur Ranges, Federation Peak, Frankland Range, Mt Anne,
Precipitous Bluff, Lake Pedder, part of the rugged south coast including Port Davey and
Bathurst Harbour, and adjacent offshore islands. Dense scrub, which covers much of the
area, frequent harsh weather and a scarcity of cleared tracks make this area the domain
of the experienced, self-contained bushwalker.

Walls of Jerusalem National Park: This area of sheer dolerite cliffs and tranquil
glacial lakes lies in the north-west of the Central Plateau. A walking track climbs up the
Fish River Valley from the Mersey Valley and gives access to the Walls area through
Herods Gate. The spectacular scenery, plentiful fauna and subalpine flora, make this a
very popular bushwalking area. There are two huts and numerous good campsites.

State Reserves, Conservation Areas, and Game Reserves

The following table lists the Tasmanian national parks, State reserves, historic sites,
Aboriginal sites, nature reserves, game reserves and conservation areas:

National Parks, State Reserves, etc. at 30 June 1984

Name Area (ha) Location Description

National Parks

Asbestos Range .......ccoovvcevcincniiiniinns 4281 North coast Coastal heathland

Ben Lomond ......oocoevveevevernecrenivenencnnnes 16 526 Central north Mountainous, ski fields
Cradle Mountain—Lake St Clair ......... 131915 Central Mountainous, lake
Franklin-Lower Gordon Wild Rivers ... 181 075 West Wilderness, rivers
Freycinet ....ocooovvevvcrenevicnincecicneerennenns 10010 East coast Coastal, red granite

Hartz Mountains .......ccccecevverereecensnnenes 6470 South Mountainous, scenic

Maria Island .. 9672 East Wildlife, convict station
Mount Field .. . 16257 Central south Mountainous, scenic
Mount William ....ooceveevreecerecreecieeeneen 13 805 North east Forester kangaroo, coastal
ROCKY Cape .....ccoccvvivviiiinirinniiiiininne 3070 North west Coastal heath, banksia
Southwest ....c.oocovevviiniiiiiinins 442 240 South west Rugged wilderness
Strzelecki .oovvvveeiiiiieniieni e 4215 Flinders Island Mountainous, coastal
Walls of Jerusalem ......ccccocvviviiinnne, 11510 Central Subalpine, scenic

continued next page
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National Parks, State Reserves, etc. at 30 June 1984—continued

Name Area (ha)

Location

Description

State Reserves

Alum Cliffs .o.ovvvevrveecercceeccae 1 540
Baldock Cave .... . 43
Bradys Lookout 1
Brown Mountain—Remarkable Cave .. 61
Cape Pillar .. . 3200
Cape Raoul ..... 2089
Croesus Cave .. 47
Derwent Cliffs ... 5
Devils Gullet ... 146
Eaglehawk Neck—Taranna . 25
Eugenana ........occviveienen, " 1
Exit Cave .... 441
Fairy Glade 39
Ferndene ..... 35
Fluted Cape . 500
North Falls ............ . 55
Gunns Plains Cave . 10
Hastings Caves ...... . 61
Hellyer Gorge ............... 569
Henty Glacial Moraine ... . 1
Holwell Gorge .............. . 121
Ida Bay ........... 425
Junee Cave ..... . 20
Kentford Forest ........ . 37
King Solomon Cave . 164
Kubla Khan Cave .... . 160
Labillardiere .......... . 2332
Liffey Falls ..... . 101
Lookout Rock ..... . 2
Marakoopa Cave 71
Marriotts Falls .. 121
Mount Arthur ... 4
Mount Barrow ....... 459
Mount Barrow Falls .... . 81
Mount Montgomery ..... . 299
Murchison Highway . 452
Notley Gorge ................ . 11
Palmers Hill Lookout . 1
Pieman River ............ . 3328
Port Davey ...... . 17
Roger River ........ . 174
St Columba Falis . 314
St Marys Pass ....... . 273
St Patricks Head 150
SLEPPES ...iveveererctririrninnrsrerere s 48
Stewarts Bay ....c.c.ovcrevreneiennnirinniien, 78
Tasman Arch ............. . 138
Tessellated Pavement . 4
The Nut ... . 59
Thermal Springs . . 1
Trowutta Caves ..... . 66
Waterfall Creek ........ 24
Zeehan—Renison Bell ... 110

Mole Creek
Mole Creek
West Tamar
Tasman Pen.
Tasman Pen.
Tasman Pen.
Central

New Norfolk
North
Tasman Pen.
North west
South
Central north
North

Bruny Island
North central
North west
South

North west
West

Central north
South East
Central north
King Island
Central north
North central
Bruny Island
North central
East coast
North central
South central
Tasman Pen.
North east
North east
North west
West

North
Tasman Pen.
West coast
South west
North west
North east
North east
North east
Central

Tasman Pen.
Tasman Pen.
Tasman Pen.
North west
Central north
North west
Bruny Island
West

Scenic gorge and cliffs

Caves, sclerophyll forest

River, scenic

Coastal, scenic

Coastal, sclerophyll forest

Coastal, heath

Caves

Scenic

Scenic gorge

Coastal, scenic

Stratified cave deposit

Large cave, glow worms

Scenic, fern glade

Scenic, fern glade

Coastal, sclerophyll forest

Waterfall

Caves

Caves, geology

Scenic, rainforest

Geology

Scenic gorge

Scenic reserve, railway

Cave

Relict eucalypt forest

Caves

Caves

Coastal, dry sclerophyll forest

Scenic waterfall

Coastal, scenic

Caves, geology

Waterfall

Scenic lookout

Mountain

Waterfall

Scenic

Scenic road, rain forests

Scenic fern gully

Scenic

Scenic river

Scenic foreshore coast

Scenic, rainforest

Waterfall

Scenic

Scenic

Homestead, dry sclerophyll
forest

Scenic foreshore

Coastal scenery

Scenic, geology

Scenic, landmark

Geology

Caves, limestone

Scenic, forest

Scenic road

Historic Sites

Batchelors Grave .........cccoeveeveeivvivenen. Small
Callington Mill Small
Coal Mines ..... 214
Currie Lightkeep . . 1
161 Davey Street .......cccoeevveevnirivennns Small
D’Entrecasteaux Monument ................. Small

Taroona
QOatlands
Tasman Pen.
King Island
Hobart
South

Historic grave
Historic mill
Convict mine
Historic building
Historic home
Historic monument

continued next page
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National Parks, State Reserves, etc. at 30 June 1984—continued

Name Area (ha) Location Description
Historic Sites
D’Entrecasteaux Watering Place .......... 1 South Site of early landing
Entally House .......c..c.ovevveenenee . 38 Central north Historic home
Female Factory ............ Small Hobart Historic prison site
George III Monument . . 10 South Memorial to ship wreck, flora
Highfield ........c..ccceeeenee . 4 North west Van Diemen’s Land Co. house
Kangaroo Bluff .. . 3 Bellerive Historic fort
Lyons Cottage ... Small Stanley Historic cottage
Mt Direction ... 180 Tamar Early semaphore station
Oyster COVe ...coocvvervrveernnnn 30 South Aboriginal station
Point Puer—Crescent Bay . . 53 Tasman Pen. Historic, scenic coast
Port Arthur ..., . 113 Tasman Pen. Convict ruins
Richmond Gaol 1 Richmond Convict gaol
Risdon Cove ... 3 Hobart, east Sight of first settlement
Ritchies Mill ....ccccenicnnnn. Small Launceston Old water mill
Ross Female Convict Station . 1 Ross Convict station site
Sarah Island ..o, 6 Macquarie
Harbour Site of convict station

Shot TOWEr ...cccovriiierieinieieecereceens 3 Taroona Historic tower
Strahan Customs House . .. Small West coast Historic building
Sydney Cove ......cccovvenenen . 53 Furneaux Historic shipwreck
Tasman Monument Small Tasman Pen. Monument to discoverer
Toll House ................ Small New Norfolk Historic building
Waubadebars Grave Small Bicheno Aboriginal grave
Wybalenna ................ . 126 Flinders Is. Aboriginal station
York Town ...ccoecviimiiicinciinincncee 2 North Tamar Site of early settlement

Nature Reserves

Albatross Island .......ccooccevenivinnccnenn, 33
Bass Pyramid ..... .. Small
Betsy Island ........... . 181
Big Green Island .......... 270
Black Pyramid Rock .... 40
Chappell Islands ........... 1350
Coal River Gorge .. 209
Curtis Island .......... 149
Diamond Island . . 5
Dismal Swamp ...... . 100
East Kangaroo Is. . . 200
East Risdon ........... . 44
Foster Islands . 48
George Rocks ... - 5
Green Island ..., 5
Green Point ... 22
Hippolyte Rocks . 5
Hospital Creek ...... . 22
Ile des Phoques . . 7
Isabella Island ....... . 25
Judgment Rocks .. Small
Lavinia ..... 4622
Lime Bay . 1310
Low Islets .............. 8
Macquarie Island .. 12 785
Moriarty Rocks ..... 3
Native Point ...... 127
North East Islet .. Small
Penguin Islet ...... . 4
Reid Rocks ..... Small
Rodondo Istand . 80
Tenth Island ...... . 1
The Doughboys ............ . 20
Three Hummock Island ... 7284

Bass Strait
Bass Strait
South east
Furneaux
North west
Furneaux
South
Bass Strait
East coast
North west
Furneaux
Hobart, east
North east
North east
D’Entrecasteaux
Channel
South east
South east
South east
East coast
Flinders
Bass Strait
King Island
Tasman Pen.
Furneaux
Sub Antarctic
Bass Strait
Tamar
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
North west

Seabird breeding
Seal breeding
Scientific reference
Cape Barren Geese
Seabird rock

Bird islands

Scenic

Ecological reference
Penguin rookery
Blackwood forest
Cape Barren Geese
Rare eucalypts

Bird islands

Bird islands
Ecological reference

Research

Seal breeding

Rare endemic plant
Seal breeding

Cape Barren Goose breeding
Seal breeding

Heath, dunes

Dry schlerophyll forest
Australian pelicans
Research wildlife

Seal breeding

Relict forest

Seal breeding

Seabird breeding

Seal breeding
Ecological reference
Seal breeding

Seabird breeding
Sclerophyll forest, heath

continued next page



28 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

National Parks, State Reserves, etc. at 30 June 1984—continued

Name

Area (ha)

Location

Description

Nature Reserves

Three Sisters-Goat Island ... . 37
Truchanas .......ccceevreernans . 406
West Moncoeur Island ............ccooeueee. 10
Wright ROCK .o 9

North west
South west
Bass Strait

Bass Strait

Seagull rookery

Huon Pine forest

Seal breeding, ecological refer-
ence

Seal breeding

Aboriginal Sites

Mount Cameron West .......ccevvvvvvnnnnen. 530
Sundown Point 132
Trial Harbour 1
West Point .....ococeeeivceieiieec e 580

West coast
West coast
West coast
West coast

Aboriginal petroglyphs
Aboriginal petroglyphs
Aboriginal petroglyphs
Aboriginal occupation site

Game Reserve

Bird Island ......c.cocovvrnininninecniecnnan, 65
Bruny Island Neck 1450
Lake Tiberius ........ 983
Little Dog Island .........cccooeviviinnnnnnne. 50
New Year Island .....cccoooeveiieiiniieinnns 112
Petrel Island ....... 50
Stack Island .... 30
Steep Island ......oocvemiiiniinnins 30

Bass Strait
South
Midlands
Furneaux
King Island
Bass Strait
Hunter Group
Hunter Group

Muttonbird rookeries
Lagoons, coastal heath
Waterfowl lagoon
Muttonbird rookeries
Muttonbird rookeries
Muttonbird rookeries
Muttonbird rookeries
Muttonbird rookeries

Conservation Areas

Wildlife sanctuaries under National Parks and Wildlife Service Management and acquired areas—

Asbestos Range .......cccocvevvneiinicinnne Small
Brigg Islet ........... .. Small
Cat Island ........... 30
Central Plateau .. 23250
Chalky Island ..... . 36
Cockle Creek ....cccovevieeiecieeiericenecreniinen, 41
Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair ........... 4
Egg Islands ......cccocooeeiviinnennne . 128
Gull Island ... 32
Lackrana ...... 220
Lake Sorell .. 198
Lavinia ...ooocieveeiecceecc s 258

Liffey Falls ..o
Logan Lagoon ......ccccoveeivnens

Medeas Cove ......
Mile Island ............
Moulting Lagoon .. .
Mt William ..o,
Night Island ..o,
Oakleigh Creek .. .
Oyster Rocks ...... . 10

Port Arthur ... 12
Port Cygnet .... . 81
Reef Island ..... . 10
Risdon Cove . 70
Seal Rocks .......... . 127
South Esk River . 142
Tamar River .......... 4 600
Tathams Lagoon ... 13
Wright and Egg Islands .. . 10
Wybalenna Island ... 3

North coast
Furneaux
Furneaux
Central
Furneaux
South

North

Huon
Furneaux
Flinders Island
Central

King Island

North central
Flinders Island
North east
Furneaux

East

North east
Furneaux
North central
Furneaux
Tasman Pen.
South
Furneaux
Hobart

King Island
North Midlands
North

King Island
Bass Strait
Furneaux

Coastal heathland

Bird island

Bird island

Alpine vegetation

Bird island

In Southwest Conservation
Area

To be added to a National Park

Estuarine, wetland

Bird island

Cape Barren Goose refuge

Sclerophyll forest

To be added to a Nature Re-
serve

To be added to a Scenic Reserve

Wetland, marsh

Estuarine, marsh

Bird island

Brackish lagoon

To be added to a National Park

Bird island

Nothofagus forest

Bird islands

To be added to an Historic Site

Foreshore, marsh

Bird island

To be added to an Historic Site

To become a State Reserve

River, scenic

Estuarine, waterfall

Freshwater lagoon

Bird islands

Bird island

continued next page
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National Parks, State Reserves, etc. at 30 June 1984—continued

Name Area (ha) Location Description

Muttonbird Reserves

Babel Island ......cccooevvinioininiicnine, 445 Furneaux Muttonbird hunting ground
Great Dog Island 377 Furneaux Muttonbird hunting ground
Hunter Island ......... .. 1365 North west Muttonbird hunting ground
Little Green Island ..................... 89 Furneaux Muttonbird hunting ground
Outer and Inner Sister Islands ............. 1012 Furneaux Muttonbird hunting ground

Wildlife Sanctuaries Under Joint Management With Other Authorities

Badger Corner . 333 Flinders Island  Foreshore and marine
Beaufront ......... 157 Midlands Deer, Forester kangaroo
Ben Lomond ... 2 665 North east Wet sclerophyll forest
Burnie Fernglade ... 44 North west Fern gully

Cape Contrariety ... 4 South east Muttonbird rookery

Cape Direction .... 5 South east Muttonbird rookery

Cape Portland . 663 North east . Waterfowl habitat

Carr Villa ........ . 62 Launceston { Modified sclerophyll forest
Chauncy Vale .. . 357 East central | Dry sclerophyll forest
Deal Island ... e 1623 Bass Strait I Island, grassland
Deloraine ......... 2 North central | Riverine, waterfowl
Derwent River .... 1568 South east Estuarine, river, marsh
Four Mile Creek . 607 North Estuarine, flats

Fulton Park .......cccoceciniee 34 North . Scout camp

Glenorchy Water Reserve ... 712 Hobart, west ' Dry sclerophyll forest
Goose Island ... 97 Furneaux . Seabirds

Grimes Lagoon ......cccoveevrvreeinniccnninnnn, 173 Midlands i Freshwater lagoon, birds
Goulds Lagoon ......cccccocervnvercncennens 8 Hobart, north | Brackish lagoon, birds
Henry Somerset Orchid ..........cooevvvvenene 39 North i Orchid flora

Kingston Golf Course .........ccccovvenrenne. 61 Kingston : Dry sclerophyll forest
Lake Dulverton .......ccccccvvenivvencnnennan. 217 QOatlands . Freshwater lagoon, birds
Launceston Golf Course ........ccocenneee. 61 Launceston |  Dry sclerophyll forest
Mount Pleasant ........cocoovveiviinincinnnn. 66 Launceston '  Dry sclerophyll forest
Paterson Island .......ccoccovrvvivvcvcicnenns 16 North central |  Modified sclerophyll forest
Patriarchs ..o 101 Flinders i Cape Barren Geese

Pipers River .....cooocvoenvinciicinicncie 162 North east |  Riverine

Punchbowl ..o 24 Launceston | Modified sclerophyll forest
Reekara ....cooeeeveenvcnvnncineccceieeenene 2428 King Island | Heathland tea tree

Sandspit River ....ccccccovvcevrenienrenincnniennens 550 East coast Estuarine, marsh, birds

Scottsdale, NE Park ......cccoccovvecinninns 16 North east © Modified wet sclerophyll forest
Sea Elephant River ......cccocenvvvirivninnnnn. 1186 King Island | Coastal dunes, heath
Southport Lagoon ... 3 556 South east Coastal lagoon

Southwest ..o 777 151 South west - Scenic wilderness

St Clair Lagoon .....ccccveviivvvvcvnneeinans 255 South central '@ Lagoon

The Lea .o, 150 South Scout camp

Tooms Lake ...ccooooevecininiiniiiicnccs 22 663 East central Lake, dry sclerophyll forest
Wayatmah Lagoon ..., 1809 South central Storage reservoir
Woodstock Lagoon .........cecovevincennene. 20 North Waterfowl habitat

NOTE: Sclerophyll forest: The term sclerophyll means ‘hard leaved’. Most Australian forests are
dominated by trees (usually eucalypts) and shrubs which have thick, hard leaves—an adaption to the dry
Australian environment. i

LANDS DEPARTMENT

(This article was provided by Anne Ricketts, Project and Training Officer, Tasmanian
Lands Department, Hobart)

~ The Lands Department’s historic role embraced a whole range of real estate practices
including the purchase and disposal of Government property, survey, mapping, valuation
and active land management and conservation. These historic roles are still carried out
today to a more intensified extent.
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The Lands Department is not only seen in the modern day as a developer of the Crown
Estate but also as a manager of that Estate. It is the provider of professional services
related to property administration to both State and Local Governments and as such is
the custodian and manager of all Crown land and buildings not under the specific control
of other line departments.

A major change in its recent role has occurred because of its entrepreneurial and
project management activities located on Crown Reserves. The basis of this article will
focus on these developments as the contribution by the Lands Department in these areas
will be invaluable for Tasmania’s future development.

Along with this expanded role the Department will continue to provide essential
professional services in the areas of valuation, survey, mapping and real estate required
by government agencies and the private sector.

Organisation

At the time of writing the Lands Department was functionally organised into six
divisions under the control of the Director-General of Lands. The divisions include
Administration, Real Estate, Land Management, Valuation, Mapping and Survey. In
addition the Public Offices Secretariat is administered by the Department. The De-
partment is run under a corporate management style similar to many large, private or-
ganisations. The total staff of the Department, at June 1984, was 352 with District Officers
or representatives located at Smithton, Burnie, Devonport, Launceston, Bridport and
Liawenee.

In Tasmania’s development most land with an important dominant resource vaiue
has been alienated to private ownership or has been dedicated for special management
such as a State Forest or State Reserve. In the more settled regions of the State, much
of the remaining Crown land has not been alienated because it is ‘marginal land’ in terms
of productive potential. However most is valuable as a multiple use resource and provides
an important bank of resources for many uses such as water supply, rough grazing and
agistment, supply of sand, gravel and minerals and for public amenities and recreation.

Management of multiple resources within the land is reflected in the policy of the
Department to maintain, manage and conserve a permanent Crown Land Estate to satisfy
a wide range of present and future community needs. Perhaps the most publicly visible
Crown Land Reserves are those specifically set aside for public recreation and enjoyment.
Development for the public is done within the wider concept of a permanent Crown Land
Estate managed in accordance with multiple use principles which subsequently serve to
protect many wider public interests while providing and protecting future options for
economic use and development.

Recognising the importance of National Parks to protect prime areas for the purpose
of nature and wilderness conservation at one end of the recreation spectrum, the Lands
Department provides Lands Recreation Areas to accommodate the large majority of
people through a much wider range of recreation opportunities. This philosophy is vital
to the State’s growing tourist industry and consequent employment and development
prospects. To this end, within the system of Lands Recreation Areas, State Recreation
Areas have been developed to primarily provide for many forms of active recreation often
not acceptable in National Parks. In Protected Areas on the other hand, while recreation
and conservation values are recognised, they may not be paramount and management
policies aim to permit reasonable exploitative uses and/or to protect economic options for
the future.

The Lands Department administers approximately 70 reserves which involve an area
of over 216 000 hectares. Each reserve has a different function and, as mentioned,
Protected Areas are large areas managed to allow controlled use of resources, as well as
protecting the natural environment and encouraging community recreation.

Crown Reserves are special reserves which, where compatible, are managed to protect
natural and recreational values.
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State Recreation Areas are areas managed to provide for community recreation with some
controlled commercial use of resources whilst protecting the natural environment.

Coastal River and Lakeside Reserves are managed to protect the natural environment
as well as providing for public access to rivers, coasts and lakes.

Crown Reserves
Mount Nelson Signal Station and Truganini Reserve

The Department has built a walking track through this beautiful reserve which
connects the Mt Nelson Signal Station with the Channel Highway at Taroona. Panoramic
views of Hobart, the Derwent Estuary, the D’Entrecasteaux Channel and far up the East
Coast can be viewed from the Signal Station.

East Coast of Tasmania

There are a variety of scenic day use areas all along the East Coast of Tasmania which
provide access to popular beaches. At Mayfield the Department allows range type bush
camping.

St Helens Area

This area is composed of the St Helens Point State Recreation Area, Humbug Point
State Recreation Area and the Bay of Fires Coastal Reserve. These are all extremely
popular holiday resorts and feature attractive bushland with access to the beaches, fishing
from rocky headlands and boating in the bay.

W.A.G. Walker Rhododendron Park

The Walker family passed this area over to the Lands Department to manage. It is
open to the public in spring and autumn when the plants are at their most attractive.

Trevallyn State Recreation Area

The Department has created a wonderful inland aquatic playground at the Trevallyn
Reserve. The construction of a beach on the shores of Lake Trevallyn has made this a
popular spot for the people of Launceston. It is located in the hills west of Launceston
and is one of Australia’s unique urban parklands. The 450 hectare Reserve offers the
natural charm of lake, river and open eucalypt forest — environments to be enjoyed for
recreation and leisure by the people of and visitors to the Launceston region. Facilities
are available for horse riding and archery and foot tracks are provided for bush walking
enthusiasts.

The Department has published a brochure on the area which follows a theme es-
tablished by various other Camping on Crown Land brochures which provide concise
descriptions of the natural features and recreational facilities in the Reserve. Other
features of the brochure are the detailed sketches of flora and fauna seen at Trevallyn.
Another concept used in the brochure is the use of a three dimensional map taken from
aerial photographs. This gives the reader a more accurate topographical description of
the Reserve.

Central Plateau Protected Area

This sub-alpine environment is a favourite retreat for the fisherman. Included in this
Protected Area is Dago Point, adjacent to Lake Sorell in the Central Highlands, which
has been set aside primarily for the angling fraternity. It has long-stay caravan sites and
a boat ramp. The Department has also allowed the construction of clubhouses for various
fishing groups.

Arthur-Pieman Protected Area

This magnificent semi-wilderness area with vast sweeps of coastland with heath
behind the dunes is managed by a Crown Land Warden based at Smithton who also
regulates the agistment runs south of Marrawah.
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Seven Mile Beach Protected Area

A very popular multi-use area for swimming, boating, horse riding and trail bike
riding. Here a village green has been built which provides an area for sports on an informal
basis such as cricket, football or just games with the children. There is a variety of day
use facilities such as toilets, barbecues and picnic tables provided by the Department.

International Sporting Facilities

Perhaps one of the most significant developments spearheaded by the Lands De-
partment has been its construction, management and implementation of plans for a variety
of world standard international sporting complexes.

Lake Barrington Rowing Course

One development in this category is the Lake Barrington Rowing Course. This
magnificent example of an international standard sporting facility was officially opened
on 3 March 1984. Completed at a cost of $1.82 million the National Rowing Cham-
pionships and Kings Cup were held here in April 1984 and the course received over-
whelming praise from the national and international rowing fraternity.

Lake Barrington has been recognised as being one of the fairest rowing courses in
the world mainly due to its location. It is settled deep in steep banking slopes and is
protected from the weather. It also has the unique feature which permits rowers to warm
up behind the start for five kilometres and then to cool down behind the course. Such a
bonus does not exist on any other course in the world.

Not only is Lake Barrington the setting for a magnificent rowing course, it also acts
as a multi-purpose aquatic centre and can be used for sprint canoeing and water ski
competitions. Even during the off-season the site receives up to 1 000 visitors per week.

With this course, Tasmania will eventually become the centre for rowing in Australia
there is no other rowing course in this country which satisfies the International governing
body for rowing. The Federation Internationale de Societies d’Auiron has decided to hold
the 1990 World Rowing Championships at Lake Barrington.

Tasmanian International Velodrome

Perhaps the most sensational development for international sport in this State is the
construction of the Tasmanian International Velodrome at the Lands Department’s Kate
Reed State Recreation Area in Launceston. It is the first enclosed velodrome in the
southern hemisphere.

The complex, a multi-million dollar construction, comprises a world standard cycling
track, and an international standard sports arena. Provision has also been made for the
staging of musical performances within this complex.

The Velodrome also lends itself as a high class exhibition venue. In fact organisation
is well under way for the biggest exhibition ever to be held in Tasmania called ‘Tassie
Expo *85°. This is being organised by the Kings Meadows Jaycees and the Examiner
Newspaper. Another major event held at the Velodrome was the Australian Cycling
Championships in 1985.

The complex has a seating capacity in the permanent grandstand for 1 750 people
and provision for 3 200 seats on the central arena. In total it will have the capacity to
accommodate 5 000-6 000 people depending on the type of event.

The site is an ideal location for the aforementioned recreation activities. Positioned
between the new junction of the Midlands and Bass Highways in Launceston, it is an
appropriate distance from the residential areas; it is in a bushland setting and the to-
pography of the area provides for natural sound barriers and buffer zones. It also in-
terfaces with the rural environment.

A five person management authority has been set up to manage the Velodrome.
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Kingborough Sports Complex

At Kingston, south of Hobart, the Kingborough Sports Complex already has very
impressive facilities and with the addition of an International Baseball Complex it wiil
also contribute significantly to the influx of visitors to the State. Baseball is a truly
international sport and is experiencing rapid growth in Australia.

The complex, designed to meet world-wide standards, has two pitches and excellent
player and spectator facilities. It is here that the 1985 Australian Baseball Championships
were held.

Divisions of the Lands Department
Mapping and Survey Division

A major function of the Lands Department and one that has made it well known
throughout Australia and throughout many other countries is map making. The major
responsibility of the Mapping Division of the Department is to provide an efficient
mapping service for the State of Tasmania.

Specifically it has the responsibility to carry out a continuing program of vertical
aerial photography, maintain an up-to-date library of aerial photography and remote
sensing data, and to prepare and update topographical and cadastral base mapping data
of the State and publish it at appropriate standard scales.

As resources permit, the Division also produces thematic maps and provides a
consulting and production service to meet the needs of other departments and
instrumentalities.

The Department also produces and markets a large range of maps which are a
valuable aid to those who wish to explore the vast wealth of Tasmania’s scenic beauty.
Special maps are often needed for tourism purposes. The Division is in fact responsible
for preparing the general tourist map of Tasmania.

The Tasmap range includes the popular 1:100 000 topographic series which covers
the whole State and is a valuable aid for bush walkers, emergency services, recreational
enthusiasts and the more serious traveller.

A relatively new series of 1:25 000 topographic/cadastral maps are proving to be
successful with professional and private groups and individuals involved with all aspects
of land ownership and associated transactions. The 1:25000 maps show municipal
boundaries, vegetation, mean temperature and rainfall for an area, ownership boundaries
and internal subdivisions. The Department also produces an excellent range of regional,
national park and special purpose maps.

Acrial photography of the State is carried out by the Mapping Division. Up-to-date
vertical aerial photographs are essential to map making and valuation procedures and are
of major importance to mining, forestry and agricultural industries and planning
authorities.

Aerial photography of Tasmania is only possible during the summer months. In-
clement weather may cause considerable delays in supplying photographs for a particular
project. To be able to meet the needs of users and overcome the delays due to bad weather
it is Departmental policy to carry out a cyclic program, taking photographs of urban and
developing areas every two to three years and of rural areas every five to seven years.

The demand from the public for aerial photos has had a phenomenal increase in the
past few years. Everyone from the farmer to the man in the street seems to want a bird’s
eye view of their property. This demand does not include the huge purchases made by
private organisations and Commonwealth, Local and State Government instrumentalities.

The Lands Department is also responsible for establishing and directing policy on
the co-ordination of Government survey activities involving geodetic, engineering and
other surveys which provide horizontal and vertical control for mapping and co-ordination
of surveys. The Survey Division also provides survey and drafting services to the Lands
Department and various other government authorities. Numerous other functions asso-
ciated with the wider aspects of surveying are implemented by the Division.
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Valuation Division

Another major role performed by the Lands Department is the provision of cyclic
valuation lists at five yearly intervals and supplementary valuation lists of all land in the
State. These valuations are used for rating purposes by the four cities and Tasmania’s 435
municipalities and also for land tax purposes by State Treasury.

The field staff of the Valuation Division are deployed on a regional basis with offices
at Hobart, Launceston, Burnie and Devonport.

The Tasmanian valuation system has been recognised by the Commonwealth Grants
Commission as having the widest area of statutory responsibilities of all States in Aus-
tralia. This system has established a uniformity of valuation procedures for rating purposes
in that all rating authorities are required under the provisions of the Local Government
Act to use the Valuer-General’s assessments for this purpose.

The valuation roll for the State at present totals approximately 193 000 entries and
provides continually updated information on ownership, land area, structural improve-
ments and sales information, together with the statutory assessments of land value, capital
value and assessed annual value.

A major policy initiative of the Department in relation to valuation has been the
introduction of the “VALTAX’ computer system whereby the valuation rolls have been
computerised to meet the needs of the Valuation Division of the Lands Department and
the Taxation Branch of Treasury. The VALTAX system was the first step in achieving
the objective of a one-stop-shop for all information relating to land.

The Lands Department, in conjunction with the Land Information Systems Com-
mitiee, has commenced the storage of property data on the State computer. This has
subsequently created a valuable Land Information Data Base for use throughout the
Government. Approval has been given for the recording of all Certificate of Title numbers
against each property in this Data Base.

Conclusion

As one can see the Lands Department is active in a number of areas all of which
help to enhance Tasmania’s image to the visitor. From map making to surveying,
managing coastal reserves to developing outstanding international sporting facilities, the
Department continues to play a major role in Tasmania’s future. Its growing role of
project management of specific developments on Crown Land will be maintained as it has
arisen from its pre-eminent roll in overseeing the planning and development of projects
such as the Lake Barrington International Rowing Course and the Launceston Velodrome.

CLIMATE OF TASMANIA
(The following section was prepared by the Bureau of Meteorology)

Introduction

Since Tasmania lies between 40° and 43%° south of the Equator and is an island
with no point more than 115 kilometres from the sea, its climate is classified as temperate
maritime. On the coast the daily temperature range averages about 8° Celsius, rising to
about 12° Celsius further inland, indicating a slight continental effect.

The combination of mountainous terrain in the western half of the State and pre-
vailing westerly winds produce a marked west-cast variation of climate, and especially of
rainfall.
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Summers are mild and characterised by greatly lengthened days. The sun reaches
a maximum elevation of 70-73° in mid-summer, giving 15 hours of daylight in the north
and 15% hours in the south. In mid-winter, the sun’s elevation does not exceed 20-23°,
and the shortest day consists of 9% hours of daylight in the north, falling to slightly under
nine hours in the south.

In winter, westerly winds reach their greatest strength and persistence, causing a
distinct maximum in rainfall distribution in the west and north-west. In the east and
south-east, rainfall is more evenly distributed throughout the year. In comparision with
those areas of Europe and North America which are at similar latitudes, Tasmania enjoys
a very temperate climate. This is due to the stabilising effect of surrounding oceans whose
temperatures change only 3-5° throughout the year. The higher proportion of ocean to
Jand area confers a similar benefit on the Southern Hemisphere as a whole.

Winds

The prevailing winds over most of the Island are north-west to south-west, with
greatest strength and persistence during late winter. Speed and direction vary with the
eastward passage of high and low pressure systems. In the summer months, when wes-
terlies are weak, afternoon sea-breezes become the predominant wind in coastal areas.
Occasional periods of north-east to south-east winds occur.

The highest average wind speeds are associated with extensive deep depressions over
ocean areas south of Tasmania.

Temperature

Except under very stable conditions temperature decreases with height at the rate
of about 1°C per 100 metres. Hence, in a mountainous island like Tasmania the isotherms
(lines of equal temperature drawn on a map) will be much influenced by topography.
Greater cloud cover over the western half, a result of the persistent westerlies, further
decreases day-time temperatures in the west, while the Fohn effect warms and dries the
westerly airstreams as they descend to the Midlands, the East Coast and south-east
districts.

The incidence of frosts is affected markedly by topography, the valleys acting as
natural channels for the drainage of cold air at night. Widespread severe frosts are ex-
perienced in winter on the Central Plateau and in upland valleys. Inland centres below
300 metres are virtually frost-free only in summer, while the North Coast, the east and
south-east have few frosts after early October. Above 300 metres there is no frost-free
month.

Tasmania only occasionally experiences the extremes of temperature common to the
other States. High temperatures recorded in the east and south-east of Tasmania generally
occur on the last day of a warm spell during which a dry air mass of mainland origin is
advected over the State from a direction between north and north-west. Some cooling in
the lower air layers over the waters of Bass Strait prevents the northern coast from
reaching the higher temperatures that are experienced in the south under these conditions.
The highest temperatures ever recorded in Tasmania are 40.8°C at Bushy Park in De-
cember 1945 and at Hobart in January 1976. The lowest temperature recorded was
—13.0°C at Shannon, Butlers George and Tarraleah in June 1983.
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The recorded extremes of temperature for Hobart are 40.8°C in January 1976 and
—2.8°C in June 1972 and July 1981. Readings above 38°C or below — 1°C are rare, the
mean maximum temperature in summer being 21°C and the mean minimum in winter,

4.8°C.

The mean maximum temperature for January and the mean minimum temperature
for July over Tasmania are shown in the two accompanying maps. The mean maximum
is the average of daily maxima for January; the mean minimum the average of daily
minima for July.

Rainfall

As Tasmania’s position is on the northern edge of the ‘Roaring Forties’ (a westerly
air-stream), its exposure to this stream and the mountainous nature of the terrain are the
controlling influences on the amount, distribution and reliability of the State’s rainfall.

In the west, average annual rainfall ranges from about 1 500 mm on the coast to
3500 mm at Lake Margaret; in the north-east, from 500 mm on the coast to 1 300 on
the highlands; while rainfall in the north-west ranges from 1000 mm near the coast to
1 600 mm in the higher inland areas.

Extreme three to five-day rainfalls occur most often on the West Coast in late June
when the westerlies are increasing in strength and persistence and the sea temperature
is well above the land temperature. In the north, short periods of extreme precipitation
occur when wind flow is sustained for up to two days from the north-east, usually from
late autumn to spring. The high moisture content of such streams from over the relatively
warm waters of the Tasman Sea results in heavier, if less prolonged, rainfall than is
produced in the westerly streams.

There is a strong gradation in rainfall from west to east, because of topography, with
a distinct rain shadow east of the Central Plateau. Parts of the Midlands average less than
500 mm per year. Totals in the east and south-east are higher (over 800 mm on exposed
slopes).

Rainfall is least reliable in the east, south-east, Midlands and Derwent Valley.
Highest rainfall in these arcas tends to occur in autumn and spring, under the influence
of small cyclonic depressions off the East Coast.

Effective rainfall is the amount necessary to compensate for evaporation, begin
germination and maintain plant growth above wilting point. Average rainfall is sufficient
for this purpose from May to September. From October to January the chance of receiving
effective rainfall decreases, except in the west and north-west, where the probability is
usually better than 50 per cent. In the Midlands, the Derwent Valley, the south-east and
east, and in the northern inland, the chance of receiving at least effective rainfall during
the summer months is very small.

The average annual rainfall distribution over Tasmania is shown on an accompanying
map.
Snow and Hail

Snow and hail can be experienced over the highlands at any time of the year. Heaviest
snowfalls occur, as a rule, in late winter and spring, and less frequently in June and July.
Extensive snow below 150 metres occurs, on the average, less than once every two years,
associated with an unusually vigorous outbreak of cold air from Antarctic regions. There
is no permanent snowline, but patches of snow often remain on the highest peaks until
December.

Hail is most likely in spring, though possible in any month. Hail storms are a big
risk to fruit crops in the Huon Valley and on the Tasman Peninsula, and sometimes cause
extensive damage.
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Thunderstorms

These are most common in the west and about the North Coast and are usually
associated with the lifting of warm moist air by a cold front. Thunderstorms occur mainly
in the summer months. Hobart and Launceston average five to seven storms per year, and
the north and north-west, 10 to 15. The Central Plateau and north-castern highlands
report, on average, about five storms per year, while the Midlands, as gauged by Oatlands.
has less than three.

Floods

In Tasmania the river system most affected by flooding is the South Esk. The Esk
catchment includes most of the north-eastern highlands, where annual rainfall averages
about 1 300 mm, and part of the Western Tiers where run-off can be rapid. As many rivers
in the South Esk system flow through flat country, flooding can be widespread and
disruptive.

Flooding of the Derwent River system can be extensive but is less frequent than in
the South Esk. The most severe flood on record in the Derwent occurred in April 1960
with the peak discharge flow recorded as 3 400 cumecs (cubic metres per second) at
Macquarie Plains. However, it is most unlikely that flooding of this severity will again
occur on the Derwent due to the completion of four dams across the River since 1960
by the Hydro-Electric Commission.

Flooding of rivers in the west and south of the State can be of greater frequency than
in the Derwent and Esk systems but because of mountainous terrain and lack of population
these pass mostly unnoticed. Similarly, the short, fast-flowing rivers of the East Coast flood
and fall rapidly, but can cause damage and disruption to road systems.

On two occasions in 1974 torrential rain caused severe flooding in the north-east of
Tasmania. There was widespread damage to property, serious damage to road systems
and high stock losses in the floods which occurred less than two months apart.

In the north and north-west of Tasmania many rivers have their catchments along
the northern edge of the Central Plateau and can flood quickly.

Humidity

The mean relative humidity at both 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. exceeds 50 per cent at
all stations in all months of the year. Relative humidity is generally higher in the morning
than in the afternoon, and higher in coastal regions than inland. Days of high temperature
combined with uncomfortably high humidity are rare. In the east, south-east, and Fingal
Valley, warm dry winds from a west or north-west direction may occasionally have a
relative humidity as low as 10 per cent.

Droughts and Bushfires

Although Tasmania has the highest average rainfall of any State in Australia,
drought conditions are not unknown. Unlike the remainder of Australia, droughts in this
State tend to be highly localised and of reasonably short duration. The most severe effects
are usually felt over a period of only a few months, but serious rainfall deficiencies can
extend over a period of two or three years. The most severe long term droughts occurred
during the periods 1888-1889, 1897-1898, 1918-1920, 1933-1934, 1945-1946, 1949-1952,
1967-1969, 1972-1973 and 1979-1982.

Serious bushfires occurred in 1898, 1915, 1946, 1951, 1967 and 1981. The bushfires
of 7 February 1967 were the most severe in the State’s history causing 62 deaths and
damage to property estimated to be in excess of $25m. The worst fires on the West Coast
occurred during February 1981 with property damage around Zeehan estimated to be near
$5m.
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Evaporation

Evaporation depends mainly on wind strength, the moisture deficit of the airstream
and on sunshine. The World Meteorological Organisation has asked for standardisation
of measurement of evaporation by use of the Class ‘A’ pan (a galvanised pan, 1.22 metres
in diameter and 25.4 centimetres deep) which gives higher figures for evaporation than
those obtained from the containers previously used in Australia (Class ‘A’ pan figures
should be multiplied by a factor of about 0.80 to obtain the average potential evapo-
transpiration likely for Tasmanian crops). A previous map gives details for mean annual
evaporation.

At Launceston Airport the annual evaporation is just under 1 500 mm due largely

- to the prevalence of winds coming from the Western Tiers, which become warmer and

drier in their descent to the lower Midlands and Tamar areas, thus increasing evaporation.
Monthly evaporation at Launceston Airport has ranged as high as 270 mm in summer
but drops to between 25 and 40 mm in winter. This area of high evaporation extends
southward to the lower Derwent and Huon areas. The lowest evaporation rate occurs in
the Central Plateau, West Coast Ranges and south-west areas where annual evaporation
may fall to less than 750 mm. This is due to the high moisture content of the prevailing
westerlics and the high average cloud cover. In these arcas the monthly evaporation rate
may range from about 125 mm in January to only 12 mm in June and July.

Another area of low cvaporation (below 1000 mm a year) is located in the
North-East Highlands.

Sunshine

The average number of hours of sunshine a year ranges from about 2 500 hours in
the northern Midlands to less than 1 750 hours on the West Coast and western highlands,
this arca having the least amount of sunshinc in Australia. Hobart averages 2 100 hours
per year and Launceston around 2 400.

In January, daily averages of sunshine range from nine hours per day between the
Midlands and Launceston to six hours per day on the West and South Coasts. In
mid-winter, average daily sunshine is down to a maximum of threc hours on the East Coust
and to considerably less on the West Coast and highlands.

The Climate of Hobart

Temperatures: Mean maximum temperature exceed 217°C in January and February.
On average there are two or three days per year with maximum temperatures greater than
32°C. Only once. in February 1968, have three successive days over 32" C been recorded
in Hobart. Minimum temperatures below —1°C are rare.

Rainfall: There is a strong gradient of rainfall 10 the immediate west of Hobart
caused by the bulk of Mt Wellington. On the south-castern slopes of the mountain the
annual rainfall reaches 1400 mm (at The Springs and The Gap) while at Fern Tree the
annual average is 1 140 mm. The rainfall decreases to about 600 mm in the city area,
the annual average being 626 mm at the Regional Office of the Burcau of Meteorology.
Some castern shore suburbs receive as little as 500mm of rain per annum.

Monthly totals are fairly uniform. The wettest 12 months on record at the Bureau’s
Hobart Office yielded 1104 mm (to December 1916) and the driest. 320 mm (1o
November 1943).

Relative Humidiry: Highest humidity is at the time of lowest temperature. in the
carly morning during winter. As temperatures rise to 3.00 p.m.. humidity decreases by
15-20 per cent. The seasonal variation is not great, although the average humidity during
the winter months is 70 to 75 per cent and during the summer months 58 per cent. Periods
of high humidity combined with high temperatures are rare.
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Fog: Fogs occur in the city about four times per year, in the cooler months, but are
more frequent over and near the Derwent River, down which they are often carried on
a light north-west wind. Fog frequency is far less than that for either Launceston or
Melbourne.

Wind: The main wind direction is north-west, induced by the orientation of ghe
Derwent Valley. Next in importance is the sea-breeze (from south or south-east) during
summer months.

The strongest wind gust experienced in Hobart was 150 km/h recorded during a
storm in September 1965.

Snow and Hail: Snow below 300 metres occurs, on the average, less than once per
year. Falls lying in the centre of the city, almost at sea level, have occasionally been
recorded. Snow generally lies on Mt Wellington during winter and early spring months,
but it is rare between November and March. Hail occurs about four times a year, mainly
between September and November.

Frost: The average annual frequency of days of frost is 28, mostly from June to
August. None has been recorded in January. Cold air drainage is found in the hilly suburbs
and frosts are common on the valley floors. ‘

Sunshine and Cloud: No marked seasonal variation of cloud amount occurs but a
strong dependence on time of day is evident. During April to September cloud cover is
greater in the afternoon and from October to March it is greater in the morning.

A clear-cut scasonal variation in monthly average hours of sunshine also occurs with
amounts varying from 231 hours in January to 111 hours in June.

Climatic Data: The next table gives the main climatic data for Hobart and a
comparison between the 1983 and long-term average rainfall conditions:

Hobart Climatic Data

Shade temperature Rainfall
Mean
Month daily Long-
Mean Mean Extremes (b} hours of term
maxima minima sunshine 1983 average
fa) faj Maximum Minimum faj

C C “C “C hours mm mm

January ... 214 11.9 40.8 4.5 7.9 19.0 48
February . 21.5 12.1 40.2 34 7.1 7.6 41
March ... 20.0 10.9 37.3 1.8 6.3 109.4 48
April .. 17.1 9.0 30.6 0.6 5.1 534 53
May ... 14.2 7.0 255 1.6 4.2 41.8 48
June o 11.7 s.2 20.6 -2.8 39 40.8 57
July 11.5 4.5 21.0 2.8 4.3 356 53
August ... 12.9 S.2 24.5 - 1.8 5.0 48.8 51
September 14.9 6.4 28.2 0.6 59 127.8 52
October ... 16.8 7.8 334 0.0 6.3 56.2 62
November - 18.5 9.3 36.8 1.7 7.0 58.4 56
December 20.1 10.9 40.7 33 7.3 17.0 55
Total for vear . . . . . 615.8 624

qar Long-termy average

hi Specific extreme temperatures since records kept.
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The next table compares Hobart climatic data with that of other Australian cities:

Capital Cities Climatic Data

Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Perth  Adelaide Hobart Darwin Canberra

Temperature (°C)—

Mecan daily max. . 21.4 19.9 25.4 232 22.4 16.7 323 19.3
Mean daily min. . 13.6 9.9 15.5 13.1 11.8 8.3 23.2 6.2
Extreme max. ...... 453 45.6 43.2 447 47.6 40.8 40.5 42.2
Extreme min. ...... 2.1 —2.8 2.3 1.2 0.0 —-2.8 104 —-10.0
Mean daily hours of
sunshine .............. 6.7 5.7 7.5 7.9 6.9 5.9 8.5 7.2
Rainfall—
Mean annual
(mm) oo, 1215 661 1157 879 531 624 1536 639
Mean annual days
of rain ............. 148 143 123 120 120 160 97 110
Wind— .
Average (km/h) .. 116 12.3 10.8 15.6 12.5 11.7 9.2 5.8

The Climate of Launceston

Being over 50 km from the coast, Launceston exhibits a slight continental effect —
greater seasonal and daily variation of temperature and lower rainfall as compared with
stations on the coast.

Temperature: Average maximum temperature exceeds 24°C in January and Feb-
ruary, 21°C in December and March, and 12°C in June and July. Average minimum is
about 11°C in summer, falling below 4°C in winter. Freezing temperatures are common
during winter mornings, the lowest recorded being —6°C. Up to 50 frost days are to be
expected in a year, mostly from May to August. Light frosts may occur in summer.

Rainfall: The annual average is 720 mm. The wettest month is July (84 mm) while
February and March, the driest months, each receive less than half this amount. The
wettest month on record is August 1936 (254 mm). Annual totals range from 467 mm
(1908) to 1057 mm (1946). Some severe thunderstorms are experienced. Snow does not
settle in Launceston, but falls occur on surrounding hills.

Relative Humidity: Seasonal and daily variations are similar to those for Hobart but
the daily readings are 5 to 10 per cent higher.

Fog: Occasions of high humidity, associated with moist north-east airstreams, are
relatively frequent. Fog occurrence averages more than 30 days a year, mostly between
May and August.

Winds: The NW-SE orientation of the Tamar Valley has a marked effect on surface
winds, which conform mainly to these directions. The north-west wind is often reinforced
in the afternoon by a sea-breeze from much the same direction. Strong winds are most
common during the colder half of the year and severe squalls can occur in association with
thunderstorms.

Rainfall Statistics

Meteorological Districts

Tasmania is divided into nine meteorological districts (not to be confused with
statistical divisions) with fairly well-defined land use patterns appropriate to each. The
following map shows Tasmania’s meteorological districts:
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Rainfall of Tasmania in Districts

(Millimetres)
Northern King Island Central Plateau Midlands
Period Crops, dairying, Grazing, Grazing (mainly sheep)
SJorestry dairying
1977 903 994 989 511
1978 926 875 1002 557
1979 1045 1048 973 427
1980 944 772 989 412
1981 943 700 1132 555
1982 .. 699 561 840 377
1983 762 863 836 423
District average fa) ........... 996 940 987 547
Derwent South East West Flinders
Valley East Coast Coast Island
Period
Grazing,
Fruit growing, mining, Mining Grazing
grazing, forestry Sforestry
1977 e 612 709 710 2456 615
1978 ... 684 752 880 2194 823
1979 .. 692 603 601 2522 703
1980 . 760 719 658 2 565 658
1981 722 796 768 2362 764
1982 .. 574 652 565 2138 574
1983 i, 674 876 747 2026 688
District average (a) ............c........... 680 755 817 2334 738

faj Long-term annual average based on 71 years of record.

Annual Rainfall at Representative Stations, Tasmania

(Millimetres)
Station 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 Long-term
average (a)

AVOCA it 453 474 562 395 484 558
Beaconsfield ... ... 1003 960 927 703 711 956
Burnie (APPM) ..... 1143 963 980 743 n.a. 1 009
Campbell Town PO 443 397 547 387 412 548
Cressy Research ... 553 546 597 456 522 641
Franklin ..o 683 914 874 616 n.a. 899
Hobart (Weather

Bureau) ..., 390 464 548 398 598 632
Hobart (Airport) 353 385 483 336 472 525
Kettering .......ooceoce..... n.a. n.a. 856 663 997 881
Launceston (Airport) 616 600 652 422 488 708
Lilydale ..o, 930 1015 1044 690 787 976
Lymington ... 661 713 767 578 856 790
Maydena ......... 1173 1 401 1313 1010 n.a. 1233
New Norfolk ... n.a. 453 559 372 357 407
Oatlands .......... 443 434 572 355 473 564
Queenstown ..... 2645 2 800 2422 2302 2164 2526
Ringarooma .... 1226 1175 1206 822 1110 1233
Savage River ... e 2108 2001 1824 1561 n.a. 1961
Smithton .......... e 1342 1094 1124 817 919 1106
St Helens . 531 635 675 571 796 783
St Marys .. 816 838 1038 654 1129 1 029
Swansea ... 333 456 598 403 586 611
Triabunna . 376 478 613 375 612 657
Ulverstone ........ccoceevivevirveninnennnn. 1033 911 923 763 769 966

fa) Number of years of record used to calculate the long-term average varies from station to station.
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The next table gives details of a rainfall index for meteorological districts for recent
years. The index shows the actual rainfall for a district expressed as a percentage of
‘normal’ rainfall (where ‘normal’ rainfall or the ‘distinct average’ is the mean for the
71-year period 1913-1983, i.c. the long-term average based on 71 years of record—details
relating to annual rainfall and annual district average ‘normal’ rainfall are shown in an
earlier table).

Rainfall Index by Districts, Tasmania
(Index showing actual rainfall expressed as a percentage of ‘normal’ (a) rainfall)

Meteorological district

Period

Northern King Central Midlands Derwent  South- East West
Island Plateau Valley east Coast Coast

90 105 100 92 90 93 86 105

92 92 101 100 100 99 106 94

104 110 99 77 102 80 73 108

94 81 115 75 111 95 80 110

94 74 114 100 106 105 94 101

69 59 85 68 84 86 68 91

76 91 87 80 90 107 94 92

{a) ‘Normal® rainfall is the mean for the 71-year period 1913-1983.

Seasonal Temperatures

Temperatures at Selected Stations, Tasmania, 1983

(°0)
Maximum Minimum Mean
temperatures temperatures temperatures
Station Mean for Departure Mean for Departure Mean for Departure
1983 Sfrom 1983 from 1983 Sfrom
season (a} normal (b) season (c) normal (b) season normal (b)

Summer (December to February)

Hobart ........... 214 +0.4 12.0 +0.7 16.7 +0.5
Launceston

Airport ........ 229 +0.5 9.2 -0.4 16.1 +0.1
Cape Bruny .... 18.3 +0.6 10.9 0.0 14.6 +0.3
Devonport ....... 20.3 +0.8 11.3 -0.2 15.8 +0.3
New Norfolk .. na. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
Qatlands ......... n.a. n.a. n.a. na. n.a. n.a.
St Helens ........ 22.7 +0.7 11.1 +0.2 16.9 +0.5
Savage River .. 18.7 -0.2 8.7 -0.6 13.7 —-0.4
Queenstown ... 20.1 —-0.8 8.3 +0.2 9.2 —-0.3

Autumn (March to May)

Hobart ........... 17.1 0.0 9.6 +0.9 13.3 +0.5
Launceston

Airport ........ 17.4 +0.1 7.1 +0.4 12.2 +0.3
Cape Bruny .... 15.2 ~0.1 9.8 +0.3 12.5 +0.1
Devonport ....... 17.7 +0.1 8.8 +0.1 133 +0.1
New Norfolk .. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
Oatlands ......... n.a. n.a. n.a. na. na. n.a.
St Helens ........ 18.4 -0.1 8.7 +1.1 13.5 +0.6
Savage River .. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
Queenstown ... 16.5 —-0.4 5.9 +0.3 11.2 -0.1

continued next page
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Temperatures at Selected Stations, Tasmania, 1983
(°C)—continued

Maximum Minimum Mean
temperatures temperatures temperatures
Station Mean for Departure Mean for Departure Mean for Departure
1983 from 1983 from 1983 Sfrom
season (a) normal (b) season (c) normal (b) season normal (b)

Winter (June to August)

Hobart. ............ 12.4 +0.4 S.1 +0.2 8.7 +0.3
Launceston

Airport ........ 11.5 +0.2 2.3 -0.4 6.9 -0.1
Cape Bruny ... 11.5 +0.2 6.5 +0.3 9.0 +0.3
Devonport ....... 127 0.0 4.2 -0.2 8.5 -0.1
New Norfolk .. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
Qatlands ......... n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
St Helens ........ 14.2 +0.5 2.9 -0.3 8.5 +0.1
Savage River .. 9.8 0.0 4.5 +0.6 7.1 +0.3
Queenstown .... 12.0 -0.1 33 +0.7 7.7 +0.3

Spring (September to November)

Hobart ............ 16.2 -0.5 8.1 +0.5 12.1 0.0
Launceston

Airport ........ 15.9 -04 5.6 0.0 10.7 -0.2
Cape Bruny ... 14.0 —-038 7.7 0.0 10.9 -0.4
Devonport ....... 15.8 —-0.6 7.4 +0.2 11.6 -0.2
New Norfolk .. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
Oatlands ......... n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
St Helens ........ 17.4 -0.2 7.6 +0.9 12.5 -0.3
Savage River .. 13.4 +0.2 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.
Queenstown ... 15.3 —-04 5.0 —-0.2 10.1 -0.3

(a) Average of maximum daily temperatures for season.
{b) ‘Normal’ is the mean for the season averaged for the available vears of record.

{c) Average of minimum daily temperatures for season.

The mean temperature for any locality can give a false impression, e.g. a mean
temperature of 25°C based on a maximum of 50°C and a minimum of 0°C, all in the
one day. A better way of examining a locality’s climate is to take the maximum tem-
perature each day and average these readings for each season; similarly, to take the
minimum temperature each day and average these readings for each season. These mean
maxima and mean minima then give an indication of the daily variation that may be
expected. The above table shows the mean maximum and mean minimum temperatures
for nine selected stations in summer, autumn, winter and spring.

Monthly Weather Review — 1984
January

Rainfall was below normal, the heaviest falls were recorded in all districts in mid
January. Cool conditions prevailed, temperatures were below normal at almost every
station. Galeforce winds were reported in many coastal areas and serious bushfires oc-
curred in the west of the State.

February

Recorded temperatures were above average. Southern Tasmania experienced
galeforce westerlies. Hobart recorded a gust of 100 km/hr. Rainfall totals were well below
normal with the exception of the West Coast. Most district averages for the period
December to February were the lowest for several decades and in the Northern and
Derwent Valley districts the lowest on record.
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March

Cool conditions were experienced throughout March. Rainfall was below average in
the south-east but the rest of Tasmania had falls well above, in particular the north and
north-east. These falls did much to alleviate the rainfall deficiences in the northern rainfall
district. Snow fell on the Central Highlands above 1200 metres. Galeforce north westerlies
caused damage along the north coast with wind gusts to 120 km/hr.

April

Widespread fogs occurred in many areas. Galeforce westerlies again hit the south
of Tasmania. Temperatures were generally above normal.

May

Drought conditions prevailed in the south-east with severe rainfall deficiences.
Maximum temperatures were generally above normal.

June

Frosts and fogs were prevalent throughout the State. Launceston experienced strong
winds. Average monthly maximum temperatures were all above normal particularly along
the cast coast.

July

Minor flooding was reported in the north of the State. Rainfall in most areas was
significantly below normal, only the east coast and south east had falls above average.
Temperatures were generally close to average. Fogs and frosts occurred frequently.

August

Good falls of rain were recorded throughout the State with some flooding occurring,
mainly in the north.

September
Rainfall continued to be well above average. Flooding occurred in many areas.
October

Widespread snowfalls occurred down to 300 metres in many northern, central and
southern districts in mid October. Temperature varied greatly during the month.

November

Most areas of the State experienced rainfall slightly below average except for the
south east district which was well above due to heavy rainfall associated with thun-
derstorms. Maximum and minimum temperatures were generally above normal. Bushfires
began to occur late in the month.

December

Unseasonal weather prevailed throughout December. Temperatures were markedly
below normal with many areas experiencing departures several degrees below average.
Rainfall was above average in all districts except the East Coast.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL
Department of the Environment

Established in October 1972, the Department of the Environment is headed by a
Director of Environmental Control who is responsible to the Minister for the Environment.
Staff include a number of scientific experts who are responsible for particular aspects of
pollution control and investigations—chemists, noise control investigators, air and water
pollution officers and a waste management officer.
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The Environment Protection Act 1973 gives the Director the general duties of:
protecting the State’s environment; ensuring the control or prevention of any act or
emission which causes or may lead to pollution; and co-ordinating all necessary activities
(government or private) to protect, restore or improve Tasmania’s environment. In ad-
dition to the general duties the Act also confers the following more specific functions on
the Director: consider means and initiate steps for the protection of the environment and
for the prevention, control, abatement or mitigation of pollution; carry out investigations
into environmental protection problems; obtain advice from experts in the field of en-
vironmental protection; review progress made in attaining objectives of the Act and
publicise steps taken to protect the environment; advise on pollution standards and
methods of sampling and testing for pollutants; and promote and co-ordinate planning
projects for environmental protection.

Coverage of the Act: In the case of inconsistencies the Environment Protection Act
1973 prevails over the provisions of all other Acts with two exceptions: Oil Pollution Act
1961 and Public Health Act 1962. Since provisions of the Environment Protection Act
would intrude into various sectors of existing legislation, the Statute Law Revision
(Environment Protection) Act 1973 was introduced concurrently. The effect of this statute
was to amend the Criminal Code, the Local Government Act 1962, the Mining Act 1929,
the River Pollution Act 1881, the Hydro-Electric Commission Act 1944 and the Water
Act 1957 to conform with the Environment Protection Act 1973.

Staff of the Department of the Environment continually visit most areas of Tasmania
either monitoring or investigating complaints and pollution problems. Departmental
officers have attended interstate seminars and conferences and visited other environment
protection authorities for exchange of information. The Department participates in the
work of the Australian Environment Council and has staff on a number of the Council’s
committees. In addition the Department is represented on the committee of the Keep
Australia Beautiful Council. The Department is also represented on State Government
inter-departmental committees which deal with environmental matters. Environmental
seminars and lectures have been organised by the Department and special papers written
dealing with the environment.

Oil Pollution Control: In 1978 an appointment was made to the position of State
Oil Pollution Control Officer within the Department. The Tasmanian supplement to the
National Plan to combat the pollution of the sea by oil has been updated and published.
A State Oil Pollution Committee has also been formed to function under the National
Plan with the following functions: to be a source of information and advice to the
Government through the Marine Pollution Committee on matters of oil pollution; and
to operate in combating any actual incident.

Environment Protection Advisory Council

The 1973 legislation also provided for the creation of the Environment Protection
Advisory Council. Under the chairmanship of the Director of Environmental Control the
Council has members drawn from government and private sectors and representing a
number of diverse interests; ¢.g. the mining, secondary, rural and forestry industries,
conscrvation groups, the Hydro-Electric Commission, trade unions, public health, etc. The
council’s task is to advise the Minister and make recommendations to the Government
on environmental matters. The Council is empowered to appoint committees to investigate
specific subjects. Committees appointed are—Noise Committee, Waste Committee, Air
Committee and the Water Committee. As a result, regulations covering all the above
pollution subjects have been promulgated.

Two sets of guidelines; relating to the rehabilitation of quarries and extractive pits,
and the control of environmental noise from licensed hotels, taverns, restaurants and
discotheques were produced and distributed during the year 1983-84.
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Environmental Impact Studies

The State Government has adopted a policy that requires public authorities to
undertake environmental impact studies before proceeding with any development which
may have a significant effect upon the State’s environment. Responsibility for ensuring
that such studies are performed rests with the decision-making authority. Co-ordination

and evaluation of environmental impact studies are performed by the Director of En-
vironmental Control.

Scope of an environmental impact study includes:

o a statement of the major objective of the proposed project:

« an analysis of the technological likelihood of achieving the objective;

e a statement of alternative practical plans for achieving the objective:

o an outline of existing characteristics of the environment prior to im-
plementation of the development project;

e scparate reports on alternative practical engineering plans for achieving the
goal; and

« an assessment of the probable effect of the project upon the environment.

Such a study is to be used by the proposing body in determining environmental
safeguards. For the Director of Environmental Control a study will provide a basis for
review of the safeguards and for making recommendations for further protective measures.

Further References

DAVIES, J. L. (ed.) Atlas of Tasmania (Land and Survey Department, Hobart, 1965).
Monthly Weather Review, Tasmania (published monthly by the Bureau of Meteorology, Hobart).
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Chapter 3
GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

Introduction

On 1 January 1901 the States of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South
Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania united under one constitution to form the
Commonwealth of Australia. The Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Ter-
ritory were transferred from New South Wales and South Australia respectively following
a proclamation which vested them in the Commonwealth on and from 1 January 1911.

A federal system of government was adopted based on British-derived parliamentary
institutions (the Westminster System) and American-derived federal arrangements.
Under this system, government in Tasmania is exercised at three levels:

« Commonwealth Government, with authority based on a written constitution,
and centred in Canberra;

o State Government, with residual powers, and centred in Hobart; and

o Local Government (the cities and municipalities), with authority derived from
State acts, and operating, at the time of writing, in 49 sub-divisions of
the State.

Division of Power and Responsibilities

Under the Commonwealth of Australia Act 1900, the State of Tasmania surrendered
part of its sovereignty and it was possible, at that point in time, to classify the totality
of powers to be vested in the Commonwealth Government and the State as follows:

o exclusive powers to be exercised by the Commonwealth Government alone;

s concurrent powers to be exercised both by the Commonwealth Government
and the State (subject to the supremacy of Commonwealth Government
law in cases of inconsistency); and

« residual powers to be exercised by the State.

Since Federation there have been considerable changes in functions actually per-
formed by the two governments due to constitutional amendments and to inter-
governmental agreements affecting function.

Commonwealth Government Activities

The main fields of activity of the Commonwealth Government are: foreign affairs
and diplomatic representation; maintenance of the armed forces; customs and excise;
posts and telegraphs; control of broadcasting and television; control of civil aviation;
repatriation of ex-servicemen; immigration; industrial arbitration for national industries;
control of coinage and currency; overseas trade promotions; employment service; pen-
sions; national health benefits; federal territories and overseas dependencies; census and
statistics; meteorological service; federal courts and police; control of banking; collection
of sales and income taxes; housing assistance and defence service homes; scientific and
industrial research; management of state and national debt; and lighthouses and
navigation.

For a list of Commonwealth Government Departments and their heads, see the
section on Commonwealth Government later in this Chapter under the heading ‘Com-
monwealth Government Departments and Instrumentalities in Tasmania’.
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State Government Activities

The State Government provides the greater number of community services including:
transport, education, health, community welfare, housing, consumer affairs, forestry,
fisheries, fire, police, emergency, agricultural and farming services. The State Government
is also responsible for prisons, courts, libraries, probation, racing and gaming, and labour
and industry. A list of State Government Departments and officials is included in the
section on State Government under the heading ‘State Government Departments and
Officials’.

Local Government Activities

Local Government is mainly responsible for the maintenance of: parks, recreational
and sporting facilities, roads and cemeteries, and provides town planning, sewerage, water,
waste disposal and public health services.

COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT

Under Section 1 of the Australian Constitution the legislative power of the Com-
monwealth of Australia is vested in the Parliament of the Commonwealth, which consists
of the Sovereign, the Senate (upper house) and the House of Representatives (lower
house). Every State and Territory is represented in the Commonwealth Parliament by
members elected from each State and Territory.

The Sovereign

Australia has as its sovereign, Queen Elizabeth the Second. She was proclaimed Head
of the Commonwealth on 7 February 1952 and her coronation took place at Westminster
Abbey on 2 June 1953. The Queen is represented throughout the Commonwealth by the
Governor-General.

The Governor-General

Under the Commonwealth Constitution, ultimate executive power is vested in the
Crown and is exercised by the Governor-General as the direct representative of the
Sovereign. Duties of the Governor-General include: representing the Queen on ceremonial
occasions, the appointment of diplomatic or consular representatives, the setting of times
for holding the sessions of Parliament; he has the power to prorogue parliament, dissolve
the House of Representatives, cause writs to be issued for general elections of members
of the House of Representatives and to assent, in the Queen’s name, to proposed laws
passed by both Houses of the Parliament, or to withhold such assent. Under the con-
ventions of responsible government, the Governor-General’s functions are exercised on the
advice of the Ministers of State. Appointment to the Office is made by the Crown after
consultation with the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth. The present Governor-
General is His Excellency Sir Ninian Martin Stephen, PC, AK, GCMG, KBE, KStJ, who
was sworn in on 29 July 1982.

Commonwealth Parliament
The Senate

The Senate was originally constituted with the aim of protecting the rights and
interests of the States. Today, its main function has become generally that of a house of
review.

Each State is represented by 12 Senators and, in addition, the Australian Capital
Territory and the Northern Territory have been represented by two Senators each since
the election of 13 December 1975. Each Senator’s term is normally six years, as half the
Senate seats come up for election every three years. In accordance with the Senate
Representation of Territories Act, Senators from the Northern Territory and ACT are
elected for the term of the House of Representatives. However, in the case of a double
dissolution of both Houses, half the Senators are elected for a six-year term (the first six
clected in each State) and half for a three-year term.
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In Senate elections each State is an electorate. Electors are required to cast a vote
for every candidate standing within the State in order of their preference or for a Party
or group. Election of members is carried out in accordance with the principles of pro-
portional representation by the single transferable vote (see ‘Elections for the House of
Assembly’ later in this Chapter for a description of similar electoral principles).

If a vacancy occurs in the Senate, the appropriate State Government nominates a
replacement, of the same political affiliation, who sits until the next general election (either
for the House of Representatives or for the Senate), when an election is held to fill the
vacancy. If a Senator fills such a vacancy through an election held at the same time as
an election for the House of Representatives, his term will be the same as if the vacating
member’s term were to run its full course. If the vacant seat is contested at an ordinary
Senate election, then seven, instead of the normal six candidates, will be elected in the
State affected and the Senator last elected will fill the vacancy for a term shorter than
the full six years.

On 1 December 1984 an election was held for the House of Representatives and half
the Senate to fill the five vacancies of the Senators retiring in June 1985 and an additional
two vacancies created by an amendment to the Representation Act. The following table
lists the Senators for Tasmania as a result of the 1984 election, their party affiliation and
year of retirement:

Tasmanian Senators

Party Year of

Senator affiliation retirement
Archer, B.R. Liberal 1990
Aulich, T. ALP 1990
Coates, J. ALP 1990
Devlin, R. ALP 1990
Grimes, Hon. D.J. ALP 1988
Harradine, R.W.B. Independent 1988
Rae, P.E. Liberal 1988
Sanders, N. Aust. Democrats 1988
Tate, M.C. ALP 1988
Townley, M. Liberal 1990
Walters, M.S. Liberal 1988
Watson, J.JO.W. Liberal 1990

The House of Representatives

The founders of the parliamentary system, when designing the House of Rep-
resentatives, envisaged a legislative body representing the national interest. The party
holding a majority of seats in the House of Representatives, therefore controlling the
House, provides the government. Following a Federal election in March 1983, a Labor
Government was formed under the leadership of Prime Minister Robert Hawke.

Representation in the House of Representatives is based upon the general principle
of having, as nearly as practicable, electorates with equal number of electors. This is only
possible if regular electoral redistributions are implemented. The following table indicates
the state of the House of Representatives at the elections immediately following electoral
redistribution and/or passage of legislation creating additional electorates:

Membership: House of Representatives

Year NSW Vic. Qld WA SA Tas. NT ACT Total
1948 ... 28 20 10 5 6 5 1 — 75
1949 ... 47 33 18 8 10 5 1 1 123
1955 ... 46 33 18 9 11 5 1 1 124
1969 ... 45 34 18 9 12 5 1 1 125
1974 ... 45 34 18 10 12 5 1 2 127
1977 ... 43 33 19 10 H 5 1 2 124
1980 ... 43 33 19 11 11 5 1 2 125
1984 ... 51 39 24 13 13 5 1 2 148




54 GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

Australia is currently divided into 148 single-member electorates and electors are
required to cast a vote for every candidate standing within the electorate in order of their
preference. Election of members is carried out in accordance with the principles of the
absolute majority through use of the alternative vote (see ‘Elections for the Legislative
Council’ for a description of similar electoral principles). If a vacancy occurs in the House
of Representatives, it is filled by holding a by-election in the electorate concerned.
Elections for the House of Representatives must be held at least every three years.

The following table lists the Tasmanian members of the House of Representatives
elected on 1 December 1984 together with the party affiliation and electorate of each
member:

Tasmanian Members of the House of Representatives

Party Electoral
Member affiliation division
Burr, M.A. Liberal Lyons
Goodluck, B.J. Liberal Franklin
Hodgman, Hon. W.M. Liberal Denison
Miles, C. Liberal Braddon
Smith, W. Liberal Bass

ELECTORAL DIVISIONS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
o~ AND HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

BRADDON
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Electorates: The five constituencies for the House of Representatives, as shown in
the preceding map, werc adopted in September 1984 following an electoral redistribution.
All of Devonport is now in Braddon; Lyons replaced Wilmot and now includes the West
Coast: the Hobart suburbs of Kingston, Blackman’s Bay and Taroona were transferred
from Denison to Franklin; and the boundary of Denison was moved north to Hilton Creck
in Claremont. The number of persons enrolled in each electorate at 1 December 1984 was:
Bass, 58 462: Braddon, 57 671; Denison, 59 879; Franklin, 55 861; and Lyons, 57 269.

1984 Federal Election

On the advice of the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, writs for an election for the House
of Representatives and half the Senate were issued on 26 October designating 6 November
for the close of nominations and 1 December as polling day.

The election was conducted under a number of major amendments to the Electoral
Act which followed an inquiry into electoral methods and administration by an all-party
committee. Under the new provisions, people became entitled to enrol before their
cighteenth birthday if they would turn eighteen after the close of electoral rolls and on
or before polling day; party names were shown on ballot papers, electors could vote in
the Senate election either by numbering all the candidates in order of preference or for
a party or group (and its registered group voting ticket) by writing ‘1° in a box provided
on the ballot paper; mobile polling facilities in some hospitals and certain remote areas
were provided; certain electors were able to register as general postal voters to
automatically receive postal voting applications; the rules concerning formality were
relaxed; registered parties, groups and candidates were able to apply to the Electoral
Commission for reimbursement for campaign expenses but had to disclose details of gifts
and donations received and expenditure incurred.

The following tables show the candidates and votes for both the Senate and the House
of Representatives:

Senate
Australian Australian Senator Brian Nuclear
Labor Party Democrats HARRADINE Disarmament Liberal
Group Party
Candidate
Aulich, Terry Sanders, Norm Venn, Kath Paulin, Ian Archer, Brian
Malcolm
Devlin, Ray Newitt, Lyn Sacco, Colin Parker, Anne Watson, John
Elizabeth
Coates, John Townley, Michael
White, John Abetz, Eric
Cooper, Des
Chabrel, Michael
Voting details
ALP AD SBHG NDP Lib
Primary Vote—
Number 108 900 15 897 22 992 7574 106 427
Per cent 41.6 6.0 8.7 2.9 40.6
Quotas 3.3278 0.4858 0.7026 0.2315 3.2523
Voters on roll 290 028
Total primary votes 261 790
Informal votes 15 790 (6.03%)
Total votes cast 277 580

Quota 32 724
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House of Representatives

Electorate Candidate Primary Vote Party
Bass Smith, Warwick 27 226 Liberal
Preece, Michael L. 2 624 Australian Democrats
Buchanan, Vicki 22 544 Australian Labor Party
Braddon Miles, Chris 27 296 Liberal
Peart, Greg 22 500 Australian Labor Party
Bugg, Gavin 2 047 Australian Democrats
Denison Willey, Mary 3747 Independent
Hodgman, Michael(a) 25 929 Liberal
Spurr, Kay 24 230 Australian Labor Party
Franklin Thomson, John Dugald 2916 Australian Democrats
Devereaux, John 20 701 Australian Labor Party
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